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© Sara Bareilles How an 
unassuming singer-songwriter 
became one of pop’s surprise 
success Stories this past year—and 
earned a shot at the Grammys’ 
biggest prize. By KYLE ANDERSON 


© COVER Sherlock Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman 
have become global stars thanks 
to the success of their detective 
show. EW visits London to 
investigate the new season—and 
to find out how much longer they 
intend to carry on playing Holmes 
and Watson. BY CLARK COLLIS 


© Bruce Dern More than 

30 years after his first Oscar nod, 
his role in Nebraska has landed 
Dern smack-dab at the center of 
awards season. Now the actor 
dishes on Hitchcock, Nicholson, 
and getting another chance. 

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


ae 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
returns as the titular 
detective on PBS’ highly 
anticipated drama Sherlock 


Benedict Cumberbatch as 
Sherlock Holmes photographed 
exclusively for EW by lan Derry 
on Aug. 22, 2013, in London 


Photograph by IAN DERRY 
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MOVIE REVIEWS 


Watch trailers from this 
week's films Jack Ryan: 
Shadow Recruit (above), 
Ride Along, and more. 


Sherlock 


Cumberbitches (and Cumber Collective members): Get even more 
outtakes from our cover shoot with the stars of Sherlock. 


Sara 
Bareilles 


Enjoy bonus 
images from 
EW’s Los 

PN ToT} (exm 0) (0) Ce) 
session with 


cm 
SIRI Maes cape ats 
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the Grammy- 
nominated 
“Brave” 
songwriter. 


EW examined the changing 
face of gay teens on television 
in 2011 as exemplified by Glee’s 
power couple Blaine and Kurt. 


Benedict Cumberbatch photograph by IAN DERRY; Sara Bareilles photograph by CHRIS MCPHERSON 
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- Easy to setup injust seconds. 
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FEEDBACK ABOUT 
EW’S DIGITAL EDITION? 


TAP-TO:SEND-US:AN EMAIL 


WRITE TO US! > EW_LETTERS@GEW.COM 


Binge, Baby, Binge! 

Thankfully, my wife gave me a renewed EW subscription 

for Christmas, because after reading Stephen King’s favorite 
television shows of the year (#1291-92), in the spirit of 2013 
we binge-watched Broadchurch in two days! 


MICHAEL WODE 
Portland, Ore. 


Biting Commentary 

Hey, EW, what's up with no vampires in your year-end 
review? It was a fangtastic 2013, with The Vampire Diaries, 
The Originals, and True Blood! |'m super-disappointed you 
kept them all in their coffins. 


CRISTINE GHOSN 
Lake Worth, Fla. 


Gone but Not Forgotten 

| appreciated your “Late Greats” tributes. Having the 
departed remembered by the people who knew them gives 
depth to their loss. 


AURORA GANDARA 
Las Vegas 


W YOU TWEET, WELISTEN 


PITHY THOUGHTS ON TWO UPCOMING BROADWAY BOWS 


@EW: Tupac Shakur 
musical ‘Holler If Ya Hear Me’ 
set for Broadway http:// 
bit.ly/1iUV5LU - Broadway, 
the home of all true OGs. 
—@CALLTHEHOTLINE 


@EW: ‘The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time’ coming 
to Broadway http:// hy, 
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FEEDBACK 


With Top Gear, 
Sherlock, The 
Graham Norton 


Show, Broadchurch, 


Luther, and even 
programs | have to 
track down on 
YouTube (like the 
game show 
8 Out of 10 Cats), 
| find I'm watching 
more British 
TV than North 
American TV now. 
—QUIRKY 


lused to think a 
season with 10 to 
12 episodes (or in 

Downton’s case, 8) 
was lacking. Now | 
think it’s just right: 
Since you don’t have 
extra episodes as a 
cushion, you'd better 
bring your best story- 
line arcs from the 
get-go. A show like 
Grimm could benefit 
from this. —YOU DON’T 
CARE ABOUT MY NAME 


Surprisingly 
enough, there are 
people in the U.K. 

who prefer 

Elementary to 
Sherlock. With so 
many mysteries 
crammed into only 
three episodes, 
Sherlock's relation- 
ships haven’t been 
able to grow the way 
Joan and Sherlock’s 
has on the CBS 
show. —MICHAEL 


The British format of 
shorter seasons does 
require the audience 
to fill in the blanks. 
But it also prevents a 
show from wallow- 
ing. A few episodes 
of nearly meaning- 
less plot may be 
worth it if it results 
in meaningful char- 
acter development. 
Unfortunately, on 
American TV, that is 
a big “if.” —SYLVIE 
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7 The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /—— 


THE BLACKLIST Fall’s killer new series hasn’t 


lost a step since its midseason break. The Jan. 20 
episode sees the team looking for a DNA mastermind 
called the Alchemist—but we’re pretty sure he’ll find 
his dastardly match in Red. (NBC, Mondays, 10 p.m.) 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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MUST LIST 


2. 


The Web giant 3. 

delivers all the news : 

you need to know The 

with this handy prolific author 

iPhone app, which returns witha 

publishes story — literary thriller 

digests twice daily about a New 

at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.— York town rocked 

a cutting-edge by agirl’s dis- 

NASA: Crew safe as cligital ec” appearance in 

cooling system problem witha pleasingly old- the Adirondacks. 

plagues space station fashioned schedule. Oates layers on 

hatartate aboerd Lis International Space the tension with 

ation abe anid to ba connerving power Sass 

after one ofthe 18-year-old space a riveting cast of 

station's two external cooling loops shut 7 

down. Officials don't know yet whether the characters, like 

problem resulted from a software glitch or the mai n suspect, 
a haunted Iraq- 

war vet with a 

penchant for 

violence. 


Joyce Carol Oates 


a. 
CARTHAGE 


WATCH 
PREVIEW. 


4. We predict you're going to be nursing a serious r) Rei 
crush on Jonathan Groff in this racy (and honest and eye- 
opening) new dramedy about three gay guys navigating the 
wilds of San Francisco's dating scene. (HBO, Sundays, 10:30 p.m.) 


LOOKING: JOHN P. JOHNSON/HBO 
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MUSTLIST 


WATCH 
CLIP 


6. Between infidelity, a custody battle, and job 
shake-ups, the situation is coming to a head in season 3 of the 
charmingly arch Hollywoodland comedy. But what’s bad for 
Matt LeBlanc and the gang is excellent news for us. (Showtime, 


THE SAG Sundays, 10:30 p.m.) 
AWARDS 


> WATCH 
PREVIEW. 


7. One of winter TV’s most promising new recruits is 
Fox’s sitcom about a trio of squabbling brothers (the fiercely 
funny Geoff Stults, Chris Lowell, and Parker Young) stationed at 
the same Army base. (Fox, Fridays, 9:30 p.m.) 


BULLOCK: TIZIANA FABI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; NYONG’O: PARISA/SPLASH NEWS; EPISODES: DES WILLIE/SHOWTIME; ENLISTED: ADAM TAYLOR/FOX 


MUSTLIST b 


8, PINK: THE TRUTH Death Class 
ABOUT LOVE If you ATaur Stony 


weren't able to witness 
About Aigo, 


Pink’s eye-popping 

tour last year, then P , j 

here’s your chance: Erika | layasakg 
On this concert DVD, 

the devilish 
diva delivers 
her greatest 
hits, often while 
performing high-wire 


®@ bo 


9. THE DEATH CLASS, by 
Erika Hayasaki Despite the title, 
this nonfiction deep dive into a 


acrobatic feats that 2 

are almost as stunning college course on death is all about 
at home as they were living. Hayasaki tells the heart- 

in person. breaking yet hopeful story of a 


charismatic professor and her 
students, who are struggling to 
find meaning in their difficult lives. 


Oho 


10. BEAUTIFUL 
Broadway's newest 
jukebox musical—now 
in an openrun at the 
Stephen Sondheim 
Theatre—is a soulful, 
smartly scripted bio 
of Carole King (Jessie 
Mueller), the plain- 
Jane Brooklynite who 
teamed with cool- 
cat lyricist Gerry 
Goffin (Jake Epstein) 
on’60s classics like 
“Up on the Roof” 

and “Will You Love 
Me Tomorrow.” 


PINK: KEVIN MAZUR; BEAUTIFUL: JOAN MARCUS 
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NEWS/NOTES 


Tina Fey and Amy 

Poehler were the 

toast of the Globes 
* 


AN 


The Golden Globes lived up to 
its reputation as the quirkiest, 


Globe Goofiness quippiest awards show on 


the Hollywood social calendar 

We'd like to thank the Hollywood | Ja. _ re ae ne 
Foreign Press Association..for | (pet ty rene cae 
putting on such a bizarre broadcast! honor Bim and TY stars in 


BY LYNETTE RICE & NICOLE SPERLING booze-soaked ballroom—then 


STAR WARS: © LUCASFILM LTD. & TM. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. (2); FEY AND POEHLER: PAUL DRINKWATER/NBCUNIVERSAL VIA GETTY IMAGES 
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call in Tina Fey and Amy Poehler 
to emcee. But it’s possible the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association’s annual lovefest 
was even kookier than usual, 
from Fox’s low-rated freshman 
comedy Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
taking home two awards (one for 
star Andy Samberg and one for 
best TV comedy) to Jacqueline 
Bisset’s nonsensical acceptance 
speech for the little-known Starz 
miniseries Dancing on the Edge. 
“T got kerfuffled!” said Bisset 
afterward. “It was just nerves.” 
Even the night’s big tribute, 
giving the Cecil B. DeMille Award 
to Woody Allen, was something 
of a head-scratcher: Why show 
so much love to aman who didn’t 
bother to attend? He was in NYC 
instead, at the Broadway pre- 
miere of Beautiful—The Carole 
King Musical. (The tribute also 
angered some—including Allen’s 
estranged son Ronan Farrow, 
who took to Twitter to vent.) 
Fortunately, the night’s film 
awards made a lot more sense, 
like 12 Years a Slave walking 
off with best drama, Jennifer 
Lawrence and Amy Adams earn- 
ing prizes for American Hustle, 
and Matthew McConaughey and 
Jared Leto winning for Dallas 
Buyers Club. And then there was 
Alfonso Cuar6n, who, while claim- 
ing the best-director award for 


Gravity, told a story about his 
accent getting in the way of 
directing star Sandra Bullock. 
(She thought the Mexican film- 
maker wanted to give her 
“herpes”; he really wanted to 
give her an “earpiece.”) 

Bawdy broads Fey and Poehler 
were even more terrific than 
they were last year, helping the 
show reach a 10-year high with 
more than 20 million viewers. 
The duo have already signed on 
for next year, and we'll welcome 
them back as warmly as a super- 
model’s...well, ask Leonardo 
DiCaprio. (Additional reporting 
by Sandra Gonzalez) 


SAMBERG: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE.COM; BISSET: PAUL DRINKWATER/NBCUNIVERSAL VIA GETTY IMAGES 


Surprise winners 
Jacqueline Bisset 
and Andy Samberg 
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RED CARPET STYLE 


It’s official! Red is the new black, baby bumps are the hot accessory, 
and Lupita Nyong’o is this awards season’s breakout fashion star. -BRONWYN BARNES 


LUPITA 
NYONG’O 

in Ralph Lauren 

Collection 


a =” 


MICHELLE REESE KERRY 
DOCKERY WITHERSPOON WASHINGTON 


m 


NYONG’O: GABRIEL OLSEN/GETTY IMAGES; BLANCHETT, ROBBIE, WITHERSPOON: JASON MERRITT/GETTY IMAGES (3); WILDE: JON KOPALOFF/FILMMAGIC.COM; 
WATSON: JOHN SHEARER/INVISION/AP IMAGES; DOCKERY: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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| TAP:EACH FACE FOR FULL-LENGTH VIEW. 


JULIA LOUIS- JULIANNA 
DREYFUS MARGULIES 
% 9, 
‘AMY 
ADAMS ,, 


JULIA LOUIS- 
DREYFUS 
in Narciso 
Rodriguez 


WASHINGTON: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE.COM; LOUIS-DREYFUS, MARGULIES: JOHN SHEARER/INVISION/AP IMAGES (2); ADAMS: TRAE PATTON/NBC/NBC VIA GETTY IMAGES; 
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These Guys 
Want to 
Reinvent Your 
Playlist 


BY KYLE ANDERSON 


The mogul and 
the musician: 
Jimmy lovine and 
Trent Reznor 


He already helped turn headphones 
into a $450 fashion statement—and 
a reported $1 billion-per-year busi- 
ness. Now Interscope chairman 
Jimmy lovine, who famously part- 
nered with Dr. Dre to create Beats by 
Dre in 2008, is looking to reinvent 
the streaming-music market. “We 
don’t need another utility,” Iovine— 
who in four decades has gone from 
engineering Bruce Springsteen 
albums to moving the music 
business’ biggest chess pieces as 


SAM JONES 


6 of 10> 


| 201% TECH PREVIEW ) 


NI 


the mastermind of a market- 
dominating record label—says 
of joining the crowded stream- 
ing scene. “People aren’t gonna 
pay just for access [to music]. 
Access is not the problem. 
The service has to be of service.” 
So on Jan. 21 he’s launching 
Beats Music (available on iOS, 
Android, and Windows Phone), 
which he promises will combine 
the music-suggesting algorithm 
of a service like iTunes Radio, 
the catalog breadth and depth 
of Spotify, the potential for dis- 
covering new artists offered by 
Pandora, and the editorial voice 
of your favorite music blog. 

To help carry out his vision, 
Iovine brought in Nine Inch 
Nails frontman Trent Reznor to 
serve as Beats Music’s chief 
creative officer. (lan Rogers, who 
spent five years running Yahoo's 
music service, will serve as 
CEO; Dre remains a financial 
backer.) For the industry- 
standard $10 a month, Beats 
Music’s mobile app will provide 
an exhaustive supply of com- 
plete albums. Want to listen to 
every Aretha Franklin track? Go 
nuts. But Reznor is most excited 
about the way the service will 
introduce you to other music, 
which he hopes will re-create 
the kind of thrill that used to be 


The Beats Music 
app goes on sale 
Jan. 21 


CHRISTIAN, 


found in brick-and-mortar 
record stores. “When I heard 
about Pandora, I thought it was 
the greatest thing that mankind 
has ever created,” he says. “For 
the first hour, it was. Hour two, 
something doesn’t feel quite as 
magic. Week two, it was ‘Oh, I 
see, there’s a handful of songs 
that gets shuffled around. You 
start to hear a machine in there 
somewhere. Our goal was 
everything you see in the app, 
a human being said, ‘That’s a 
f---ing good song.’” 

Beats Music’s secret weapon 
is its editorial squad, led by 
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former iHeartRadio programmer 
Julie Pilat. A computer program 
will still do some of the heavy 
lifting, but users will also be 
reaping the benefits of human 
endorsement, especially when 
they indulge in the app’s “Right 
Now” option, which asks for a 
place (In the Car, for example), 
an activity (Chilling Out), a 
person (With My Girls), and 
a genre (Hardcore Hip-Hop) in 
order to construct a context- 
specific playlist. (In this case, it 
offered in-the-cut bangers from 
Ice Cube, Jay Z, and E-40.) “The 
most important thing, outside 
of the song that youre listening 
to, is what song comes next,” 
says ovine. “An algorithm is a 
piece of the puzzle, but it doesn’t 
solve it. It’s a mathematical 
solution to an emotional 
problem. [We think] you need 
the interaction of technology 
and humanity to really get off, 
because an algorithm doesn’t 
know that Aretha’s ‘Rock 
Steady’ can follow ‘Start Me 
Up’ by The Rolling Stones.” 
Melding tech and heart has 
been the result of a long quest 
for both Iovine and Reznor, 
who have spent the better part 
of the 21st century trying to 
solve the digital-distribution 
riddle. “I saw Napster in 2000 


“Our goal was everyt 


hing you see in 


the app, a human being said, “That’sa 


f---ing good song. 


and said, ‘The music industry is 
in trouble, ” explains Iovine, who 
by then was installed as the 
chairman of Interscope Geffen 
A&M. “Even then, subscription 
was the only thing that made 
sense to me.” Meanwhile, Reznor 
used Nine Inch Nails’ mid- 
aughts independence to toy 
with distribution options, from 
giving away music for nothing to 
crafting tiered-pricing models 
for limited-edition books and 
special-edition vinyl. “It was 
good research, but after a few 
years those started to feel like 
stunts,” he admits. 

Even though he’s in the stream- 
ing game, Reznor insists he’s 
still sensitive to the financial 
needs of artists, some of whom— 
including Radiohead frontman 
Thom Yorke and David Byrne— 
have railed against the paltry 
royalties paid out by services 
like Spotify and Pandora. “I don’t 
think music should be free,” says 
Reznor. “In a perfect world, 
the royalties would be [higher], 
but they’re not. And when you 
make the comparison ‘I would 
make this much selling a CD, 


220 


+ —TRENT REZNOR 
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compared to this much when you 
listen to it over a streaming 
system,’ that isn’t a fair compar- 
ison of things.” (It would be more 
akin to terrestrial radio airplay, 
because there’s no physical 
product.) In addition to pledging 
royalties transparency—musi- 
cians will be able to know how 
much they’re being paid for how 
many streams, and no special 
deals will be made with individual 


“An algorithm is a piece 
of the puzzle, but it doesn’t 
solve it.” —JIMMy IOVINE 


artists—Reznor says future 
updates to Beats Music will 
include a series of tools allowing 
performers to interact more 
directly with the subscribers 
who are spinning their tunes. 
“The ability to communicate and 
have tools that you need to reach 
your audience has real value,” he 
says. “I’ve spent a lot of sleepless 
nights thinking, ‘Am I throwing 
alog on the fire that burns down 
the music business?’ But being 
able to turn all kinds of people 
on to the power of music and get 
them as excited as I am about 
hearing a ton of great stuff—and 
Ican’t find a great way to do that 
in today’s climate—that, to me, 
is worth it.” 


4 Cool Gadgets 


The annual Consumer Electronics Show 
wrapped up on Jan. 10. Here’s our preview of the 
devices you'll be lusting after. —Jon cHASE 


|TAP-EACH IMAGE TO:READ MORE 


ALIENWARE STEAM MACHINE 


LG’S CURVED ULTRA HD OLED TV 


TYPO KEYBOARD IPHONE CASE 


OCULUS RIFT HEADSET 


LG TV: COURTESY OF LG 
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EMPIRE STATE 


Star Wars 
Rumors Hit 
Light Speed 


If you've been tracking the develop- 
ment of J.J. Abrams’ Star Wars 
franchise reboot you've no doubt 
felt some disturbances in the Force 
lately, as if a million nerd voices 
suddenly cried out, “Please just tell 
us something already!” Abrams has 
yet to announce any casting on 
Episode VII, which begins shooting 
this spring, but if the latest reports 
are accurate, he’s been eyeing half 
of Hollywood. Last week The Wrap 
wrote that Breaking Bad's Jesse 
Plemons was going to meet with 
Abrams about a possible role, joining 
other names that have surfaced in 
recent months, including Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, 
Michael B. Jordan, Adam Driver, 
and Hugo Weaving. Meanwhile, 
The Hollywood Reporter suggested 
that with last October’s departure 
of screenwriter Michael Arndt, 
Abrams and co-writer Lawrence 
Kasdan have changed course and 
now plan to center Episode VII 

on Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, and 
Princess Leia (Mark Hamill, 
Harrison Ford, and Carrie Fisher 


Vintage behind- 
the-scenes photos 
from actor Peter 
Mayhew weren't 
the only Star Wars 
news last week 


have all expressed interest in 
reprising their roles), with later 
installments focusing on their 
offspring. Judging by how eagerly 
fans snapped up a series of 
old photos posted recently 
to Twitter by actor Peter 
Mayhew, who played 
Chewbacca, it’s safe to 
assume the Star Wars 
faithful would approve. 
For now, neither 
Lucasfilm nor 
Disney will 
comment on any 
of this. They know 
that as with Jedi 
Masters, if you 
strike a rumor down, 
you only make it 
more powerful than 
you can imagine. 
—JOSH ROTTENBERG 


THE SHAW REPORT. 


BY JESSICA SHAW. 


IN Girls 
redeeming itself 


5 MINUTES AGO 
Girls justifying itself 


OUT 
Season2 
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NEWS<°NOTES , 


DAN SNIERSON’S 


Downton Abbey exec producer refutes rumors that 
season 5 will be the show’s last He explained that 


Lady Mary needs at least three more seasons to kill off 
all the lovers they've planned for her. 


Vacation vets Chevy Chase 
and Beverly D’Angelo to 
reunite as spouses for ABC 
comedy Not sure how 
confident Chase is about it— 
just before he signed on he 
was spotted outside ABC 
muttering, “This is crazy, 

this is crazy, this is crazy...” 
while clapping his hands to 
psych himself up. 

Pawn Stars’ Chumlee drops 
75 pounds His trainer actually 
wanted him to lose 100, but 
Chumlee talked him down 25. 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


Insane Clown Posse suing 
FBI for allegedly targeting 
its Juggalos fan base as a 
criminal gang Fun fact: The 
FBI has also detained 23 
million Beliebers in what it 
calling a “courtesy hold.” 
Pamela Anderson reveals 
that she has remarried 

Paris Hilton sex-tape star 
Rick Salomon Here's a 
question: Should marriage- 
license applications for 
celebrities come with an 
essay requirement? 


D 


Ss 


10 of 10 


Reports that Gerard Butler 
will star in Point Break 
reboot draw negative 
reaction on Twitter Vaya con 
Dios, audience goodwill. 
Lindsay Lohan reality 

show to debut March 9 on 
OWN Or, if you live near a 
club in a major metropolitan 
area, just look out your 
window any night from 
1to4a.m. 

Here Comes Honey Boo 

Boo family “really sore” 
after car accident It would 
have been a lot worse if 
those bags of cheese puffs 
hadn't deployed. 

Surfer rescues Anne 
Hathaway from drowning 
off beach in Oahu “Dammit! 

| needed this!” shouted an 
out-of-breath, wet-suited 
Butler, arriving seconds 
after the surfer heroically 
placed Hathaway 

on the sand. 
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Jeff Bridges Gives Life to The Giver 
Lois Lowry’s 1993 young-adult book, The Giver—the disturbing 
tale of a society cleansed of emotion and complications— 
captivated a generation long before anyone had heard the 
name Katniss Everdeen. Now, after nearly 20 years of 
development hell, the big-screen adaptation long championed 
by Jeff Bridges (who stars in and produced the film) will hit 
theaters Aug. 15. Australian newcomer Brenton Thwaites 
(left, and above with Bridges) plays Jonas, who is assigned to 
receive humanity’s past memories from Bridges’ Giver and 
ultimately decides to flee the community. The movie, which 
also stars Taylor Swift and is directed by Phillip Noyce, “will 
not be an exact duplication of the book,” says Bridges. “It’s 
taking a lot of licenses.” For instance, Jonas is 16, not the 
book’s 12, and the Chief Elder, played by Meryl Streep, will 
have more to do. “[But] the spirit of it is intact.” -LINDSEY BAHR 


DAVID BLOOMER (2) 


PHOTOGRAPH BY PATRICK JAMES MILLER 


IT'S REIGNING 
CATS AND DOGS 
OUT THERE 


Here’s the (pooper) scoop on the biggest 
sporting events of the year: Puppy Bowl and 
its frisky new rival, Kitten Bowl 


ON SUNDAY, FEB. 2, some of the world’s fiercest athletes will 
square off in the ultimate football battle, with championship 
aspirations on the line. These gladiators of the gridiron willtake : 
the field, size up the competition...and proceed to then go sniff: BY 


the competition’s butts. That’s right, Puppy Bowl is back! And DALTON 
not just any Puppy Bowl, mind you, but Puppy Bowl X (which, it ROSS 
should be noted, stands for Puppy Bow110, as opposed to puppy: COLUMNIST 
porn, with inappropriate close-ups of all the players’...ahem,  ; ee palow rien 
kibbles and bits). DALTON ROSS 
Yes, the Super Bowl ON TWITTER 
GG @DaltonRoss 


Sunday favorite has 
returned, complete with 
such bells and whistles as 
the barking lot (where else 
for dogs to do their tailgat- 
ing?), penguin cheerleaders 
(not really sure what the 
penguin-dog connection is, 
but okay), and a brand-new 
Fantasy Puppy League 
(wait, are we absolutely 
100 percent sure this is not 


SCROLL 


Illustration by JACOB THOMAS 
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puppy porn?) Puppy Bow! >.< aa 


(3 p.m.) has been a smash 
success for Animal Planet. Last year 12.4 million people tuned in 
at some point during the day, setting the world record for biggest 
collective “Awwwwwwww.” 

But what about me? I’m a cat guy. I have three feline friends 
who sit around ignoring me all day while repeatedly showering 
my couch with urine. Where’s my show? That’s where Hallmark 
Channel’s Kitten Bowl comes in. Hosted by Beth Stern and 
featuring incredible player names like Tomcat Brady, Terry 
Bradclaw, Meowshawn Lynch, and—wait for it—Tim Teepaw, 
this new “copycat” event will also air on Feb. 2, at 12 p.m. 

The whole thing sounds amazing, until you consider one 
inescapable fact: “You know, you throw a ball out a hundred times, 
a dog is going to go get it and bring it back a hundred times,” says 
Kitten Bowl exec producer JD Roth. “You throw the ball a 
hundred times out to the cat, the cat is going to go get it, oh, that’s 
right, no times.” However, Roth says they plan to embrace kittens 
at their kitteniest, including coverage of any and all hair balls as 
well as prolonged naps on the 50-yard line. (It should also be noted 
that while performance-enhancing drugs have become a big issue 
in professional sports, catnip is not—repeat: not—on the banned- 
substance list for Kitten Bowl.) 

Roth admits that “there’s a natural rivalry with Puppy Bowl,” 
and Puppy Bowl’s halftime entertainment booking of the traitor- 
ous Keyboard Cat could spark controversy within the feline 
population. Or perhaps the kittens will be too distracted by Nat 
Geo Wild’s just-announced Fish Bow! (also on Feb. 2, at 6 p.m.) to 
even notice. Regardless, both games promise to be fast and 
furious (furryious?), and the two sides agree that the ultimate 
goal of promoting pet adoption for all species makes everyone a 
winner. “Anyone who wants to get in the game of getting pets 
adopted is good by us,” says Puppy Bowl exec producer Melinda 
Toporoff. Kitten Bowl host Stern concurs: “There are so many 
kittens and cats at shelters now. And that’s the message, really.” 

Still, wouldn’t it be cool to see the winners of Puppy Bowl and 
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MONITOR 


It’s Awards 
Season for 
Books, Too 


Although not quite as famous as the 
Pulitzer—or as lucrative as the Man 
Booker Prize—the National Book Critics 
Circle Award is high in prestige and 
often serves as a spot-on predictor of 
Pulitzer love. On Jan. 13, the NBCC 
announced 30 finalists for the award 
in six categories. Donna Tartt is the 
most boldfaced name among the 
fiction finalists for her long-awaited 
novel The Goldfinch, which is currently 
No. 2 on the best-seller list—something 
of ararity for a 771-page novel. Also 
nominated in fiction was Americanah 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. (!¢’s 
safe to say that the Nigerian-born 
author is the only nominee who's been 
sampled on a Beyoncé song.) Another 
literary headliner, Jonathan Franzen, 
received a nod for his work of criticism 
The Kraus Project. Other notable 
nominees are Jesmyn Ward for her 
stirring memoir Men We Reaped and 
George Packer for his nonfiction tome 
about failing American institutions, 
The Unwinding. The organization will 
announce the winners in March. 
—STEPHAN LEE 


The accolades keep 
rolling in for Donna 
Tartt’s The Goldfinch 
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MONITOR | 


Ben Le 
Foster and “3 
Robin 

Wright |= 


ENGAGEMENTS 

It was a good week 
for Robin Wright. The 
new Golden Globe 
winner, 47, is engaged 
to Ben Foster, 33, 
they confirmed on 
Jan. 11... Emma 
Roberts, 22, and Evan 
Peters, 27, found love 
in ascary place. The 
American Horror Story: 
Coven costars got 
engaged over the holi- 
days. The news comes 
just six months after 
police intervened ina 
fight between the 
pair; no charges were 
filed... 30 Rock's 
Maulik Pancholy, 39, 
jot engaged to his 


g 
partner of nine years, 


Ryan Corvaia, 39, 

at the Taj Mahal 

on Jan. 9... Ashlee 
Simpson, 29, con- 
firmed her engage- 
ment to boyfriend 
Evan Ross, 25, on 
Jan. 13. (The actor is 
the son of the legend- 
ary Diana Ross.) 


SPLITS 

Former Disney starlet 
Hilary Duff, 26, and 
her ex-hockey-player 
husband, Mike Comrie, 
33, announced their 
separation on Jan. 10 
after more than three 
years of marriage. 
They have a20-month- 
old son, Luca... After 
two years together, 


BIRTHDAYS 


TAN. 18 
Questlove 
JAN. 20 
JAN. 23 


JAN, 24 


Kelly Osbourne, 29, 
and vegan chef 
Matthew Mosshart, 
30, have called off 
their engagement. 


COURTS 

Shady, shady. Justin 
Bieber, 19, is being 
investigated for alleg- 
edly pelting his neigh- 
bor’s house with eggs 


in Calabasas, Calif, 
on Jan. 9. A rep for 
the singer declined 
to comment. 


DEATHS 

Prolific poet, play- 
wright, and provoca- 
teur Amiri Baraka 
died on Jan. 9 in 
Newark at age 79 
after a brief hospital- 
ization... Sam Berns, 
the subject of the HBO 
doc Life According to 
Sam, died on Jan. 10 
of progeria, a rare 
genetic disease that 
accelerates the aging 
process. He was 17. 
—Stephan Lee, with 
additional reporting 
by Stewart Allen 


- 


INSIDER 


iis ae 
and and ? All here! But this year’s list is full of wild cards, too, 


froma trés cool French dance duo to a New Zealand pop savant. We guess the winners, 
choose our favorites, and check in with an anonymous panel of industry power players, 
who provide their own (brutally honest) picks. 
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EVW’'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


| TAP. EACH ALBUM OF THE YEAR 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


_ | Sara Bareilles The Blessed Unrest 
_|Daft Punk Random Access Memories 
_|Kendrick Lamar Good Kid, \V.A.A.D City 
UMacklemore & Ryan Lewis Tie Heist 


RECORD OF __| Taylor Swift Red 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
Macklemore, the lovable safety school of choices here. 
BJO) (che) it a dN WHO SHOULD WIN 
Daft Punk are the most audacious; Taylor and Kendrick are 


both excellent examples of form. 


BEST NEW ARTIST 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC ALBUM 


] ‘ f helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , J < West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM shh SS 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


RECORD OF THE YEAR 


_|Daft Punk feat. Pharrell Williams “Get Lucky” 
_{ Imagine Dragons “Radioactive” 
UV Lorde “Royals” 
_ {Bruno Mars “Locked Out of Heaven” 
_|Robin Thicke “B\urred Lines” 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


| TAP EACH 


ALBUM OF 


THE YEAR 


WHO WILL WIN 
This is partly popularity, partly production, so we say Lorde. 
Throw Bruno a bone! 


BEST NEW ARTIST 
BEST POP 
voc. LBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC ALBUM 


* “ iY helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , Bm West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM wart | and Justin Timberlake 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


SONG OF THE YEAR 


_| Lorde “Royals” 
“UMacklemore & Ryan Lewis feat. Mary Lambert “Same Love” 
_|Bruno Mars “Locked Out of Heaven” 
_|Katy Perry “Roar” 
{Pink feat. Nate Ruess “Just Give Viea Reason” 


| TAP EACH 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


ALBUM OF 
THE YEAR 


RECORD OF 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
Macklemore, because it’s a “message” song. 
WHO SHOULD WIN 


Lorde, since this is a songwriting prize. 
Though, really, there’s no wrong pick here. 


BEST NEW ARTIST 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC ALBUM 


% - ® ae) he S 
4] " | helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , J< West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM shh a 
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EVV'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 


BY EW MUSIC STAFF 
| CATEGORY. TO: 
BEAD MORE _| James Blake 
mininoe _|Kendrick Lamar 
THE YEAR UMacklemore & Ryan Lewis 
_|Kacey Musgraves 
RECORD OF _|Ed Sheeran 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
Macklemore, because Lorde was inexplicably snubbed. 
SONG OF THE YEAR WHO SHOULD WIN 
Can we split the difference on Kendrick and Kacey? 
James Blake and Ed Sheeran are not new, people! 
They don’t belong here. 


BEST POP 
VOCAL ALBUM 
BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


MUSIC ALBUM 


B OUNTRY 
LBUM 


POP DUO/GROUP 


} helton, Lorde, Kanye 
a West, Macklemore, 


BEST DANCE/ELEC- 
and Justin Timberlake 


TRONICA ALBUM 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 


BY EW MUSIC STAFF 
TAP.EACH BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM 
| CATEGORY: TO 
BEAD MORE _ |Lana Del Rey Paradise 
_|Lorde Pure Heroine 
Poort Med _|Bruno Mars Unort/iodox Jukebox 
_ {Robin Thicke Blurred Lines 
RECORD OF V Justin Timberlake The 20/20 Experience 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
This is probably where Timberlake gets his consolation trophy. 
SONG OF THE YEAR WHO SHOULD WIN 


Mars and Lorde both delivered fully realized albums, 


not just singles or sonic mood rings. 
BEST NEW ARTIST 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC ALBUM 


COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


POP DUO/GROUP 
RFORMANCE 


helton, Lorde, Kanye 


Bx. West, Macklemore, 
and Justin Timberlake 


BEST DANCE/ELEC- 
TRONICA ALBUM 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 


BY EW MUSIC STAFF 
| CATEGORY: TO 
ee _ \Black Sabbath 13 
“David Bowie The Next Day 

Parra Me __|Kings of Leon Viechanical Bul! 

_|Led Zeppelin Celebration Day 
RECORD OF _| Queens of the Stone Age... /ke Clockwork 
THE YEAR __|Neil Young With Crazy Horse Psychedelic Pil! 


WHO WILL WIN 
The Thin White Duke, just for returning to the fold. 
WHO SHOULD WIN 
We love Bowie, but QOTSA’s killer disc nails it. 
BEST NEW ARTIST 
BEST POP 
VOC LBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


* “ iY helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , Bm West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM wart | and Justin Timberlake 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 


BY EW MUSIC STAFF 
TAP EACH BEST RAP ALBUM 
| CATEGORY: TO 
READ MORE _|Drake Nothing Was the Same 


_ | Jay Z Magna Carta..Holy Grail 


ALBUM OF : , 
THE YEAR _|Kendrick Lamar Good Kid, V.A.A.D City 
_|Macklemore & Ryan Lewis 7/he Heist 
RECORD OF U Kanye West Yeezus 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
If voters read a single top 10 list last year, it's Kanye. 
SONG OF THE YEAR WHO SHOULD WIN 
Drake’s great, and so is Kendrick. Yeezus, though, was both 


brilliant and genuinely game-changing. 
BEST NEW ARTIST 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC ALBUM 


BEST COUNTRY 
ALBUM 
* “ | helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , Be. West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM mart | and Justin Timberlake 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


BEST ALTERNATIVE MUSIC ALBUM 


_|Neko Case Je Worse Things Get... 
_| The National Troub/e Wil) Find Me 
_|Nine Inch Nails Hesifation Marks 
_| Tame Impala | onerism 
“Vampire Weekend \Viodern Vampires of the City 


WHO WILL WIN 
Vampire Weekend, unless the NIN nostalgia vote is strong. 


SONG OF THE YEAR WHO SHOULD WIN 
There’s no real wrong choice, but VW’s third album 


brought new dimension to the band. 
BEST NEW ARTIST 


| TAP EACH 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


ALBUM OF 
THE YEAR 


RECORD OF 
THE YEAR 


BEST POP 
C. LBU 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


e. ® a) > 
* “ | helton, Lorde, Kanye 
BEST DANCE/ELEC- , am. West, Macklemore, 
TRONICA ALBUM mart | and Justin Timberlake 
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EVV'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


BEST COUNTRY ALBUM 


_| Jason Aldean |Vight Train 
_|Tim McGraw Two Lanes of Freedom 


| TAP EACH 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


pomraptes hed _|Kacey Musgraves Same Trailer Different Park 
“Blake Shelton Based on a True Story 
RECORD OF _| Taylor Swift Red 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
Shelton seems to coast on charisma—Story won the big CMA prize 
SONG OF THE YEAR against much stronger candidates. 
WHO SHOULD WIN 
Considering how far Swift has strayed from country, we choose 
BEST NEW ARTIST Musgraves for both wit and grit. Her viewpoint just feels fresh. 


BEST POP 
VOCAL ALBUM 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 


MUSIC ALBUM 


BEST POP DUO/GROUP 
PERFORMANCE 


} helton, Lorde, Kanye 
aS West, Macklemore, 
| and Justin Timberlake 


BEST DANCE/ELEC- 
TRONICA ALBUM 
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EV'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


BEST POP DUO/GROUP PERFORMANCE 


_|Daft Punk “Get Lucky” 
_|Pink feat. Nate Ruess “Just Give Vie a Reason” 


| TAP EACH 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


eomghed ~|Rihanna feat. Mikky Ekko “Stay” 
__|Robin Thicke feat. T.l. & Pharrell “Biurred Lines” 
RECORD OF Justin Timberlake feat. Jay Z “Suit & Tie” 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 
This is a total toss-up; JT and Jay Z’s bespoke-tux star power 
SONG OF THE YEAR may eke them past the rest. 
WHO SHOULD WIN 
A Sophie's choice! Daft and Pink are both rightfully nommed for 

BEST NEW ARTIST bigger trophies. So we say go with Rihanna's gorgeous ballad. 


BEST POP 
VOCAL ALBUM 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 


BEST RAP ALBUM 
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} helton, Lorde, Kanye 
a West, Macklemore, 
i and Justin Timberlake 


BEST DANCE/ELEC- 
TRONICA ALBUM 
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EVW'S GRAMMY PICKS 


Will Macklemore & Ryan Lewis take it all? Do Daft Punk stand a chance? 
What does Best New Artist mean without Lorde? Our take on how it will go down. 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


BEST DANCE/ELECTRONICA ALBUM 


U Daft Punk Random Access Memories 


| TAP EACH 


CATEGORY: TO: 
READ:MORE 


ALBUM OF _| Disclosure Settle 
THE YEAR _| Calvin Harris 18 Vionths 
__|Kaskade Atmosphere 
RECORD OF _ |Pretty Lights 4 Color ap of the Sun 
THE YEAR WHO WILL WIN 


It's possible Daft Punk may be entirely snubbed in the major categories 


; . ; > : Sette 
SONG OF THE YEAR (if a French robot cries, does it make a sound?). But this one’s theirs. 
WHO SHOULD WIN 
Daft deserve it, but we'd still root for Disclosure’s humbler, 
BEST NEW ARTIST more stripped-down charms. 
BEST POP 
VOCAL ALBUM 
BEST ROCK ALBUM 
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HOW THE 
STARS 
ARE VOTING 
THIS YEAR 


Three industry powerhouses—a hit song- 
writer, a major pop star, and a visionary 
producer—go undercover to tell EW how 
they'll really be casting their 2014 ballots 


TAP-EACH:IMAGE TO READ THEIR PICKS: 


THE CROSSOVER POP STAR 


He’s got hits in multiple formats and 
Grammys on his mantel 
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THE HOT 100 HITMAKER 


She writes smashes for singers who 
don’t need last names 


THE A-LIST PRODUCER 


He’s the studio MVP for music’s biggest 
names—and the coolest, too 


Illustrations by CHRIS PYLE 
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ALBUM OF THE YEAR 

Taylor Swift 

“It’s spawned so many great hits and it’s just 
really solid songwriting front to back, as usual. 
And she’s also Taylor Swift, so she always wins 
something.” 


RECORD OF THE YEAR 

Robin Thicke 

“That was a cultural moment, for sure. It’s 
one of a couple of anti-hits this year where it 
doesn’t sound right off the bat, but [then] 

it just sucked everybody in.” 


SONG OF THE YEAR 
Katy Perry 

“Look, | think ‘Same Love’ will win 
because it’s a more important song 
historically. However, | feel like ‘Roar’ 
and ‘Locked Out of Heaven’andeven ~~ 
‘Just Give Me a Reason’ are just wy 
traditionally more classic songs.” 

BEST NEW ARTIST 

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis 

“Im going to say either Macklemore, who | 
love and think is supertalented and a real 
breakout, or Kacey Musgraves, who is such 
an incredible songwriter.” 


Illustrations by CHRIS PYLE 
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BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM 

Lana Del Rey 

“Can | just say that | think [Justin Timberlake's] 
The 20/20 Experience is the most indulgent, 
regurgitated piece of crap? I’m so mad because 
I'm sucha big JT fan, and it all sounds like 
Justified rejects. But Lana, she's incredible. 

| think she has a really unique voice anda 
beautiful aesthetic.” 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 

Queens of the Stone Age 

“| mean, it's a legendary group of dudes together. 
Although | think Black Sabbath will win.” 


BEST RAP ALBUM 

Kendrick Lamar 

“It was the most innovative and refreshing 
of the bunch. Jay Z’s great, but it’s just more 
Jay Z to me. Like, ‘Eh, I’ve heard it’” 


BEST RAP SONG 

Drake 

“(Jay Z and Justin Timberlake's] ‘Holy Grail,’ 
the beat is amazing but it doesn’t make you 
feel anything emotionally. Drake, there’s a 
theme, there’s a story, | know what you're 
talking about.” 


BEST COUNTRY ALBUM 

Kacey Musgraves 

“| absolutely adore this album. | mean, of 
course Taylor Swift is there too, but | don’t 
think it’s fair. She’s singing about hipsters 
and breakdowns, and it’s not country!” 


BEST COUNTRY SONG 
Miranda Lambert 


“This one tugs at the heartstrings 
a little bit, and it just speaks to me 
more than the other ones.” 


(From left) Taylor Swift, Josh Homme 
of Queens of the Stone Age, Drake, 
and Kacey Musgraves 
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ALBUM OF THE YEAR 
Sara Bareilles 


“She's who I’m voting 

for, but Taylor Swift has 
the best chance of 
winning—and totally 
deserves it. Those are two 
monumentally good 
albums for completely 
different reasons.” 


RECORD OF THE YEAR 

Lorde 

“It’s an amazing song—the production, her 
performance. It’s like, you look at the nominees 
and it’s areal interesting year, but that’s the 
one that’s totally up there on Mars.” 


SONG OF THE YEAR 

Pink feat. Nate Ruess 

“Just because of strictly what | believe 
songwriting is: melodies, verses, chords, lyrics, 
bridge, all these parts coming together to 
create something bigger.” 


BEST NEW ARTIST 

Kendrick Lamar 

“| think he’s the most exciting, when you 
think about someone who did not exist to 
the mainstream public a year ago.” 


BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM 

Bruno Mars 

“Gotta go with Bruno Mars. As a vocalist, 
he gets it done.” 


BEST POP DUO/GROUP PERFORMANCE 
Pink feat. Nate Ruess 

“This has a classic ’80s beautiful pop 
duet [sound]. It’s possible ‘Blurred 
Lines’ could get it, but what’s playing 
at someone's party isn’t necessarily 
what people are going to vote for at 
the Grammys.” 


Illustrations by CHRIS PYLE 


Vampire 
Weekend 


BEST ALTERNATIVE MUSIC ALBUM 

Vampire Weekend 

“No doubt. It just is the best alternative album 
of the year.” 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 

Queens of the Stone Age 

“They made a really amazing rock album, in 
terms of what | think rock music actually is.” 


BEST RAP ALBUM 

Kanye West 

“As for Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, | think the 
Grammys don’t get hung up on buzz as much 
as people think they do.” 


BEST RAP SONG 

A$AP Rocky 

“He will and should win. It kills everything else 
in the category.” 


BEST COUNTRY ALBUM 

Taylor Swift 

“| think it’s the album of the year, but | also think 
as far as this category goes, she’s done a good 
job at sowing her country roots into a different 
sound. She managed to keep it in her genre 
while also testing the boundaries.” 


BEST COUNTRY SONG 

Kacey Musgraves 

“She’s a really exciting artist and deserves 
to take something home, and that’s the 
place where she really can.” 


Kendrick Lamar 
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ALBUM OF THE YEAR 
Kendrick Lamar 


“| don’t know why Yeezus is not in this category. 


| have to say, who's going to win is Taylor. 
There's a huge voter bloc out there for her.” 


RECORD OF THE YEAR 
Bruno Mars 


“The song, the vocals, the hook, 

everything is amazing. ‘Blurred 

Lines’ is great, but too big, too 

poppy. ‘Get Lucky’—great record, a 

little too fluffy. ‘Royals’ is tough [competition], 
but it kind of sounds like a demo.” 


SONG OF THE YEAR 

Pink feat. Nate Ruess 

“It really touches a nerve with everyone. It deals 
with love in such a unique way.” 


BEST NEW ARTIST 

James Blake 

“They're all really great and deserving. I’m going 
to say just as a sleeper, Bon Iver-style, who's 
the least publicly visible, new-artist-y pick? 
James Blake is the most fresh.” 


3 of 3 


BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM 

Bruno Mars 

“Robin's got something special. Justin’s obvi- 
ously got something special... [But] he’s lost a 
little something over the years vocally. Bruno 
just has an urgency in his voice. And when you 
write your own stuff, it gives you an edge on 
how the vocals are going to come across.” 


BEST ROCK ALBUM 

David Bowie 

“Because he made an amazing album, and 
because of the legend factor. As a work, as 
a total album, | think it has to be this.” 


BEST RAP ALBUM 

Kanye West 

“That’s the easiest one. It’s a work of art, some- 
thing that changes music and changes culture.” 


BEST ALTERNATIVE MUSIC ALBUM 

Tame Impala 

“I'm just one hair away from saying Vampire 
Weekend. But Tame Impala are a little more 
exciting. They have a really fresh sound. It’s like 
an exotic bird—it stands out.” 


BEST DANCE ALBUM 

Daft Punk 

“It’s a seminal album, even if they didn’t quite 
nail it. It was a bit more of a documentary than 
a dance/electronica album.” 


BEST SONG WRITTEN 
FOR VISUAL MEDIA 


Lana Del Rey 


“Lana needs some 
Grammy love! 
She's been kind of 
snubbed, but she's 
influenced music. 
Artists like Lorde 
are really 
following her lead.” 


Illustrations by CHRIS PYLE 
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/> THE 56™ GRAMMY AWARDS 


SARA BAREILLES? How an unassuming 
singer-songwriter became one of pop’s 


Taylor Swift, Macklemore... 


surprise success stories this past year—and 
earned a shot at the Grammys’ biggest prize. 


ya ARA BAREILLES didn’t 
tune in to the Grammy 


nominations broadcast 

on Dec. 6; she didn’t think 
she needed to. So she missed 
Enrique Iglesias announcing her 
third major-label release, The 
Blessed Unrest, as one of the con- 
tenders for the Academy’s top 
honor, Album of the Year. (She also 
got a Best Pop Solo Performance 
nod for her chin-up anthem 
“Brave.”) “I thought I was on my 
way out, to be honest. If you’re 


By KYLE ANDERSON 


looking at record sales, [Unrest] 
was successful but it wasn’t like 
‘Oh, s---, this is making a huge 
wave in the world,” Bareilles, 34, 
admits ona cool January afternoon 
in Santa Monica. “My manager 
was screaming into the phone. And 
I was screaming right back at him 
and just shaking. I was so shocked.” 

It’s fitting that the California 
native’s greatest triumph would 
come from an album sprung from 
one of the most tumultuous peri- 
ods in her life—one that saw her 


Sara Bareilles 7 Fa 
photographed on \ 
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SARA BAREILLES 


ending a relationship with a 
boyfriend of six years, splitting 
with her band, and ditching 
Los Angeles—her home for 
14 years—in favor of the fresh 
energy of New York. (When we 
meet, she’s back in L.A. to do 
the TV rounds, including a live 
performance of “Brave” on 
Ellen.) Following the end of the 
intense touring cycle for 2010's 
Kaleidoscope Heart, her only 
chart-topper to date, she took 
her first real break in nearly a 
decade for what she describes 
as a “soul quest,” indulging in 
yoga, meditation, and therapy 
in an effort to find some direc- 
tion. “I was really burned-out,” 
she recalls. “There was a stag- 
nancy in my life in general.” 
Getting past that meant 
completely rethinking how her 
music is made. “The first and 
second records I approached 
from the same place: me alone 
in a room writing and pulling 
my hair out until I have the 
record finished,” she says. “I 
wanted to open myself up to 
collaboration.” Her friend Sara 
Quin of Canadian pop duo 
Tegan and Sara stepped in, 
playing fateful creative match- 
maker between Bareilles and 
fun. guitarist Jack Antonoff. 
“We were at dinner and 
Sara said, ‘Oh my God, you 
should meet my friend Sara 


Bareilles,” Antonoff tells EW. 
“She wasn’t even talking cre- 
atively, she was just like, ‘She’s 
so neurotic and funny, and you 
guys would get along so well.” 
After an email exchange the 
two met up in New York, and 
within two hours “Brave” was 
born. “I was so proud of it,” 
Bareilles says of the song that 
would become her biggest hit 
since “Love Song,” her equally 
defiant 2007 breakout. The 
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lyrics were inspired in part by 
agay friend’s struggle to come 
out, but also, she says, by “look- 
ing at my life and wanting to 
make these strong, courageous 
moves, and feeling so small 
and vulnerable.” 

On the charts, “Brave” per- 
formed moderately well, 
mostly thanks to its semi-viral 
music video, directed by Parks 
and Recreation actress Rashida 
Jones. But it took another 
song, oddly enough, to propel 
it into the center of a pop cul- 
ture hurricane. Within hours 
of the release of Katy Perry’s 
“Roar” in August, the Internet 
blazed with allegations that 
the tracks’ similarities went 
beyond coincidence. YouTube 
was flooded with mash-ups, 
and a battle raged on Twitter 
over whether Perry was 
ripping off Bareilles. “I was 
surprised and, to be honest, 
disappointed at how vicious 
people were,” Bareilles says. 
“Katy and I have known each 
other a really long time, she’s 
a friend of mine, and it seemed 
like there was this infusion of 
people wanting to create con- 
flict and drama. I find that to 
be really fatiguing.” 

Still, it was a boon for both 
Bareilles and “Brave,” which 
surged back into the zeitgeist, 
selling more than a million 


downloads and scoring high- 
rotation ads for Windows. It 
also became the soundtrack 
toa spate of inspirational viral 
videos. “It’s one of my favor- 
ite moments of my career, 
because I’ve seen it take on 
this life of its own and become 
something bigger than I 
thought it could be. You do run 
the risk of it getting annoying,” 
she acknowledges. “I’m see- 
ing that pop up on Twitter 
now, like ‘I f---ing hate that 
song!’ But that’s a champagne 
problem for sure.” 

The unexpected Album of 
the Year nod certainly softens 
any social-media knocks on 
her self-esteem. “I’ve always 
had the impostor syndrome, 
like I don’t really belong,” she 
admits. “I keep waiting for 
someone to tap me on the 
shoulder and be like, ‘Uh, you 
have to go.’ I think I’m finally 
relaxing a little bit about that. 
Love me or hate me, I’ve 
earned my place here.” 

That confidence has embold- 
ened her to diversify her 
personal and artistic portfolios. 
She branched out into TV in 
2011 with her turn as ajudge on 
NBC’s a cappella contest The 
Sing-Off, and now “I want to 
try on all these different hats... 
I want to explore being a writer 
for musical theater. I want to 
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SARA BAREILLES 


explore being a book writer.” 
Check and check: Bareilles is 
in the midst of writing the 
music and lyrics for a Broad- 
way musical based on the 2007 
cult-hit film Waitress, and she'll 
be spending the month after 
the Grammys wrapping up a 
book of autobiographical 
essays set to be published by 
Simon & Schuster. 

As for the personal, “I want 
to maybe have babies at some 
point,” says the singer, who is 
currently single. “There’s a 
million things I want to do, 
and the most exciting part 
about that is that it’s not 
totally focused on the next 
radio hit. I want a full life.” If 
this makes it sound like 
Bareilles is a little ambivalent 
about pop stardom, it’s 


because she is; what she seeks 
is longevity. “In my dream 
world,” she says, “my career 
looks something like Bonnie 
Raitt or Carole King.” 

For her fans and collabora- 
tors, that kind of wide-screen 
approach can only be a good 
thing. “Sara’s not on any tra- 
jectory besides her own,” says 
Antonoff admiringly, “which 
in my opinion is more exciting 
and artistically fascinating 
than a lot of what’s out there.” 

What Bareilles isn’t count- 
ing on, however, is a prize 
come Grammy night. “I feel 
slightly unattached to the out- 
come, just because this was 
such a shock,” she confesses. 
Then she flashes a grin. “At 
the same time, I almost feel 
like ‘S---, I already won.’” m 
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ENEDICT CUMBERBATCH is a terrible Sherlock Holmes. Wait! 
Before fans of the Cumberbatch-starring TV series Sherlock start 
plotting to throw this writer from the top of the Reichenbach Falls, 
allow me to elaborate. At a London hotel on a sunny morning last 
August, the actor is chatting with EW about the third season of the 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle update (premiering Jan. 19, 10 p.m, on PBS’ 
Masterpiece). As Cumberbatch is in full Sherlockian mode, shooting 
the new season's finale, | have asked him to locate his inner Victorian 
detective and tell me what he is able to deduce from my appearance. 
“Uh, you've been in the sun,” says Cumberbatch, 37, hesitantly, “but 


you’ve not been on holiday 
because your face is a lot 
redder than your arms. Or 
maybe you just like wearing 
long-sleeved things on holiday. 
Who knows? No, I don’t have 
that skill. ’m not a magician. 
Nor am I Sherlock Holmes.” 
Many would disagree with 
that assessment. Dozens of 
actors have played Conan 
Doyle’s creation down the 
years: Most recently, Robert 
Downey Jr. and Jude Law por- 
trayed the detective and his 
sidekick Dr. Watson in Guy 
Ritchie’s 2009 film Sherlock 
Holmes and its 2011 sequel, 
while Jonny Lee Miller and 
Lucy Liu are midway through 
the second season of CBS’ own 
update, the New York City-set 
Elementary. Yet to Sherlock 
devotees, Benedict Cumber- 
batch is Holmes—and a youth- 
ful, heartthrob-handsome 
Holmes at that—just as his co- 
star Martin Freeman is Watson. 


The brainchild of Doctor Who’s 
current showrunner Steven 
Moffat and actor-writer Mark 
Gatiss (who plays Sherlock’s 
brother, Mycroft), the show 
was an immediate hit in the 
U.K. when it debuted on the 
BBC in 2010 and has been sold 
to more than 200 territories. 
Here, the premiere of sea- 
son 2—which, like all of the 
Sherlock seasons, consisted of 
three movie-length episodes— 
attracted a healthy 3.2 million 
viewers when it was broad- 
cast in May 2012. PBS has 
good reason to hope the third 
season will improve upon that, 
thanks to Cumberbatch’s 
recent spate of high-profile 
movie roles (Star Trek Into 
Darkness, 12 Years a Slave) and 
Sherlock’s very viewer-rich 
new lead-in, Downton Abbey. 
While Cumberbatch may 
not be able to tell whether this 
writer has been on vacation 
(which he has not), EW has 
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other queries that the Sherlock 
team is equipped to ruminate 
on. Questions such as, How 
was Holmes able to return 
from the grave following a sea- 
son 2 finale that saw him forced 
to leap to his apparent death 
by Andrew Scott’s villain, the 
now-late Moriarty? What else 
can fans expect from the new 
season? And, perhaps most 
important, how much longer 
will Cumberbatch carry on 
playing the man from 221B 
Baker Street? 

Come, readers, come! To 
quote Conan Doyle’s iconic 
mystery-solver, “The game 
is afoot!” 


AS IN MANY OF CONAN DOYLE’S 
original Holmes tales, the 
beginning of Sherlock involves 
a train journey. Back in the 
mid-aughts, Moffat and Gatiss 
were working as writers on 
Doctor Who and frequently 
traveled together via train to 
the Welsh capital, Cardiff, 
where the BBC time-travel 
show is based. Along the way, 
the pair discovered they shared 
a love for both Conan Doyle’s 
Holmes stories and the series 
of big-screen adaptations from 
the ’40s starring Basil Rath- 
bone that reset the yarns ina 
contemporary milieu. “We 
kept saying, ‘Someone is going 
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to update Sherlock Holmes 
again and it’s going to be a huge 
hit,’” recounts Moffat, “‘and 
we'll be really cross because 
we should have done it.’” 
Moffat eventually pitched the 
idea to Sue Vertue, a TV pro- 
ducer and also, conveniently, 
his wife. “Sue, who doesn’t leap 
at all my ideas, really leapt at 
that one,” he explains. 

The Sherlock team asked 
Cumberbatch to audition for 
the role of Holmes after they 
saw the 2007 war drama 
Atonement and his portrayal of 
Paul Marshall, whom the actor 
succinctly describes as “a 
child-raping chocolate million- 
aire.” Notes Cumberbatch, “I 
don’t really equate that with 
how J characterize Sherlock 
Holmes. But they did somehow, 


and I’m very grateful for it.” 
Moffat says Cumberbatch was 
regarded as “the critic’s choice, 
a great actor rather than a 
star.” Few believed the angular- 
featured thespian possessed 
hunk potential. “When we first 
cast him, people were saying, 
“You promised us a sexy one!’” 
says Vertue. “People weren’t 
thinking of Benedict in that 
light at all.” Another hurdle 
they faced when selling 
Benedict Cumberbatch as the 
star? The fact that he was 
called Benedict Cumberbatch. 
“When people said, ‘Who’s 
playing Sherlock Holmes?’ 
and we’d say, ‘Benedict 
Cumberbatch,’ everyone 
looked very vague,” recalls 
Vertue. “Then we’d always 
have to spell his name.” 
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Freeman, 42, was more 
famous than Cumberbatch due 
to his roles in Love Actually and 
on the original U.K. version of 
The Office—but the actor un- 
derwhelmed at his audition. 
“By all accounts I was a bit 
lackluster,” says Freeman. “My 
agent said, ‘They wanted you 
to come in and f---ing do it, and 


they didn’t seem to get much 
from you.’” Freeman’s agent 
got him another audition, this 
time with Cumberbatch. “It 
instantly worked,” says 
Freeman. “There’s something 
about our rhythms that com- 
plemented each other.” 
Sherlock debuted in the U.K. 
in July 2010 with an episode 
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Freeman, 42, was more 
famous than Cumberbatch due 
to his roles in Love Actually and 
on the original U.K. version of 
The Office—but the actor un- 
derwhelmed at his audition. 
“By all accounts I was a bit 
lackluster,” says Freeman. “My 
agent said, ‘They wanted you 
to come in and f---ing do it, and 


they didn’t seem to get much 
from you.’” Freeman’s agent 
got him another audition, this 
time with Cumberbatch. “It 
instantly worked,” says 
Freeman. “There’s something 
about our rhythms that com- 
plemented each other.” 
Sherlock debuted in the U.K. 
in July 2010 with an episode 
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There's never been a 
shortage of pipe-smoking 
crime-solvers named 
Holmes. But Steven 
Moffat’s pilot still feels 
fresh, with Sherlock always 
texting or phone-hacking 
or searching his own 
superbrain. And the best 
twist? That Moffat makes 
us care about a detective 
so cold, he describes a 
slew of serial suicides as 
“Christmas.” 


Freeman, 42, was more 
famous than Cumberbatch due 
to his roles in Love Actually and 
on the original U.K. version of 
The Office—but the actor un- 
derwhelmed at his audition. 
“By all accounts I was a bit 
lackluster,” says Freeman. “My 
agent said, ‘They wanted you 
to come in and f---ing do it, and 


they didn’t seem to get much 
from you.’” Freeman’s agent 
got him another audition, this 
time with Cumberbatch. “It 
instantly worked,” says 
Freeman. “There’s something 
about our rhythms that com- 
plemented each other.” 
Sherlock debuted in the U.K. 
in July 2010 with an episode 
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SEASON 1 FP. 2 
Melodrama doesn’t usually 
amuse Sherlock, so it’s 

a bit strange to see him 

ona case that involves 

a Chinese circus, a giant 
crossbow, and a villain so 
over-the-top, she appears to 
be auditioning for a role on 
American Horror Story. But 
the tale offers a sweet look 
into Sherlock’s odd-couple 
relationship with Watson, 
as they bicker over the 
shopping and the bills. 


Freeman, 42, was more 
famous than Cumberbatch due 
to his roles in Love Actually and 
on the original U.K. version of 
The Office—but the actor un- 
derwhelmed at his audition. 
“By all accounts I was a bit 
lackluster,” says Freeman. “My 
agent said, ‘They wanted you 
to come in and f---ing do it, and 


they didn’t seem to get much 
from you.’” Freeman’s agent 
got him another audition, this 
time with Cumberbatch. “It 
instantly worked,” says 
Freeman. “There’s something 
about our rhythms that com- 
plemented each other.” 
Sherlock debuted in the U.K. 
in July 2010 with an episode 
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SEASON 2 EP. 1 
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Baskerville 

SEASON 2 EP. 2 

It’s the only episode that’s 
supposed to be legitimately 
scary—which might be why it 
doesn’t quite work. Sherlock 
and Watson investigate 

the killing of a man by a 
“gigantic hound,” and there’s 
a good horror story in 

there somewhere. But isn’t 
Sherlock the world’s most 
rational thinker? It’s hard to 
imagine him being frightened 
by supernatural dogs. 


SHERLOCK 
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SEASON 2 EP. 3 

This finale launched a 
thousand theories online. 
Did Sherlock fake his death 
to fool Moriarty? And if 

so, how? It’s a gripping 
brainteaser, but there’s an 
even better question at 
stake: How much difference 
is there really between 
Sherlock and his archenemy, 
especially when they both 
view other humans as 
mysteries to be solved? 


ROBERT VIGLASKY/HARTSWOOD FILMS FOR MASTERPIECE 


SHERLOCK 


called “A Study in Pink.” 
Penned by Moffat, the adven- 
ture showcased both the 
chemistry between its leads 
and its writer’s contemporary 
yet spiritually authentic 
revisiting of Conan Doyle’s 
prose. Still, Cumberbatch had 
doubts about Sherlock's 
chances when he joined 
Vertue and Moffat at their 
home to watch the broadcast. 
“For me, it is a winter show,” 
says the actor. “It’s not some- 
thing you watch when you’ve 
got the dying light on the 
hottest day. So I was a bit 
despondent.” Cumberbatch 
realized his fears were 
unfounded when Twitter lit 
up with talk of the show. “The 
immediate response was 
exciting,” he says. “My name: 
trending, trending, trending. I 
didn’t even know what ‘trend- 
ing’ was before that night. I 
literally thought searchlights 
were going to find us in Sue 
and Steve’s garden and that 
there was going to be this 
bank of paparazzi when we 
walked out.” The paparazzi 
would come in time (more 
on that later), but the show’s 
hit status was confirmed with 
the announcement that 
7.5 million folks in the U.K. 
had tuned in to watch the 
premiere. “After the first 


episode,” says Vertue, “we 
never had to spell his name.” 


CUMBERBATCH ADMITS HE found 
the instant success of the 
show a somewhat disorient- 
ing experience—one made 
more surreal still by his sub- 
sequent appearances in the 
high-profile films War Horse 
and Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, 
Spy—and that he had trouble 
returning to the part of 
Holmes when the time came 
to shoot the second season in 
2011. “Going back to him, it 
just took a little bit of time,” 
he says. Yet the second season 
was even more popular in 
the U.K. than the first and 
cemented Cumberbatch’s 
reputation as, to use a British 
phrase, “the thinking woman’s 


7 of 14> 


Lars Mikkelsen debuts 
as the new villain 
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SHERLOCK 


crumpet.” Contends Moffat: 
“He has got progressively 
more handsome. Fame does 
make you more handsome. 
It’s a fact!” 

By this point Hollywood 
wasn’t so much calling Cum- 
berbatch as shouting at him 
through a megaphone. In the 
period after season 2 was 
filmed, the actor racked up a 
staggering number of credits: 
Star Trek Into Darkness, the 
HBO miniseries Parade’s End, 
The Fifth Estate, 12 Years a 
Slave, August: Osage County, 
and a February 2018 episode 
of The Simpsons in which he 
voiced both the British prime 
minister and Severus Snape. 
One wonders what it must 
have been like for Freeman, 
the man who stood next to him 


for so much of the time. “I try 
not to stand next to him,” says 
the actor with a laugh. “I’ve 
got my own s--- to deal with!” 
That’s a fact. While Freeman’s 
work schedule over the past 
couple of years has not been 
as varied as his costar’s, he’s 
been exceptionally busy, shut- 
tling between London and 
New Zealand to play Bilbo 
Baggins in Peter Jackson’s 
trilogy of Hobbit films (a fran- 
chise whose dragon Smaug is 
voiced by—anyone? any- 
one?—that’s right, Benedict 
Cumberbatch). Freeman says 
he is taking the newfound 
superfame gifted to him by 
Sherlock and The Hobbit with 
a veritable bucketful of salt. 
“Tt’s essentially horses---,” he 
snorts. “Because yesterday 


8 of 14> 


Cumberbatch on the 
set with stunt double 
Will Willoughby 
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they didn’t know someone and 
today they’re going mad over 
them—and if you're telling me 
that’s not horses--- I’d like to 
know what it is!” 


HOW DIFFICULT IS ITto schedule 
the shooting of Sherlock, given 
the full diaries of its two lead- 
ing men? That’s not a question 
Cumberbatch loses much 
sleep over. “I just swan about 
and live my life and get the 
work I get,” he says. “You 
should ask [the producers] 
that question.” In fact, accord- 
ing to Vertue and Moffat, their 
stars’ extra-Sherlockular 
activities have proved both a 
curse and, at times, a blessing, 
given Moffat’s own workload 
since he became showrunner 


and head writer of Doctor Who 
in 2008. Last summer, pro- 
duction on Sherlock had to be 
put on hold after the first two 
episodes of season 3 had been 
shot so Freeman could wrap 
The Hobbit—which in turn 
gave Moffat time to write the 
season’s concluding install- 
ment. “I think The Hobbit 
saved my life,” he says. “Don’t 
tell Peter Jackson! He apolo- 
gized and I was just thinking, 
‘That’s fine, mate,” 

One thing is certain: The 
popularity of Sherlock—and of 
its stars—has made filming in 
public much more difficult 
since the first season. Moffat 
recalls Nick Hurran, director 
of the season 3 finale “His Last 
Vow,” expressing bewilderment 


while watching one of the 
early episodes and seeing 
Cumberbatch and Freeman 
walk through London’s 
Trafalgar Square without 
turning heads. “He was like, 
‘How the hell did you shoot 
that? Why isn’t anyone looking 
at them?’” Moffat says. “And 
then he remembered: because 
no one knew who they were! 
Now when we turn up, well, 
we've got crash barriers.” 


IT IS MIDAFTERNOON, and Cum- 
berbatch and Freeman are 
shooting a scene outside the 
terraced house on North Gower 
Street in London's Bloomsbury 
that doubles as the exterior 
of Holmes’ 221B Baker Street 
abode. Across the road, 
around 500 people stand 
behind the aforementioned 
crash barriers, patiently keep- 
ing quiet while the actors 
shoot and then exploding with 
screams the moment they 
finish. The vast majority of the 
crowd are teenagers and early 
twentysomethings, and the 
vast, vast majority are female. 
“Tf you look very carefully you 
might be able to see a man,” 
chuckles Gatiss. It is tempting 
to describe the gathered 
throng as “Cumberbitches,” a 
term Cumberbatch himself 
used last year when asked by 


EW if he was worried that 
Julian Assange might come 
after him for his portrayal of 
the WikiLeaks founder in The 
Fifth Estate (“The Cumber- 
bitches have got my back, so 
Tl be fine”). Since then the 
actor has encouraged his fans 
to rebrand themselves in a 
more politically correct 
fashion. “They’re called the 
Cumber Collective,” he 
explains. Moreover, when EW 
talks to a random sampling of 
the crowd, Freeman’s name 
comes up almost as much 
as his costar’s. “It would 
be crazy to suppose there 
wasn’t a sexual element in the 
attraction of the show,” says 
Freeman with a disbelieving 
laugh. “Otherwise [the fans] 
would always be 46-year-old 
men and women.” 

Also present today are a 
number of paparazzi, a breed 
with whom Cumberbatch has 
evinced growing exaspera- 
tion. Just days before EW 
meets the actor, he is “papped” 
while holding a handwritten 
note that reads, “Go photo- 
graph Egypt and show the 
world something important,” 
a reference to attacks on anti- 
government protesters in 
Cairo. Cumberbatch is alive to 
the irony that this photograph 
then appeared on countless 
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websites around the world. “I 


know, isn’t that funny?” he 
laughs. “He still took a photo- 
graph of me, which kind of 
proves the point. I don’t get 
emotional about it. That was 
just a statement of what I 


thought should be a priority.” 
One of Cumberbatch’s 
current priorities should be 
whetting the appetites of 
Sherlock fans with teasing tid- 
bits about the new season. But 
the man who stayed resolutely 
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Freeman and 
Cumberbatch 


ADRIAN ROGERS/BBC 


silent about the fact that he 
was playing Khan in last year’s 
Star Trek sequel—a marketing 
ploy that irritated some 
Trekkers—is almost equally 
tight-lipped about the forth- 
coming Sherlock episodes, and 
for similar reasons. “The whole 
thing about Star Trek and 
Khan, I couldn’t believe it really 
pissed people off, to be honest,” 
he says. “But I still believe 
people—even if they were like, 
‘Tknew it!’—had a moment [of 
excitement] in the cinema 
when I revealed who I was 
playing. So ’m cagey about 
giving too much away because 
it is a really, really lovely treat 
for people if you just like to sit 
around the telly on a Sunday 
night and go, ‘Aha!’” 

The biggest “Aha!” moment 
is likely to come in the first 
episode and the detailing of 
Holmes’ Lazarus-like return. 
Freeman says that in addition 
to showing us how Holmes 
faked his death, the premiere 
will deal with the emotional 
effect his unexpected reemer- 
gence has on Watson. “Because 
it’s 2018, John just can’t faint, 
as he does in Conan Doyle, and 
then all is forgiven,” says 
Freeman. “There has to be a 
different fallout.” Holmes, 
meanwhile, discovers that 
during his two-year absence 
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WHO'S NEXT 


SHERLOCK EP STEVEN MOFFAT TALKS 
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF HIS OTHER SHOW: 
DOCTOR WHO 


Very similar, 
really. Peter is still quite nervous and trying to 
create his Doctor. Primarily you're just working 
with phenomenally good actors. There’s very 
little about the history of Doctor Who you 
actually have to know. [Laughs] It’s a man in 
the box. That's it. 


That's correct. People 
keep doubting this for some reason, but that’s 
what we're doing. 


No. That’s the honest answer. [Laughs] 
He's a busy man and we've got a new Doctor 
to launch, and it is not a simple thing to replace 
a hugely popular star of a show. All my energies 
are focused on that. 


JAN ALLIS/CAPITAL PICTURES 


Watson got himself a girl- 
friend, Mary Morstan, played 
by Freeman’s real-life partner, 
Amanda Abbington. “Mary 
and Sherlock get on very 
well,” explains Cumberbatch. 
“Trritatingly well for John. The 
adventures are still centered 
around Holmes and Watson, 
but there’s obviously a domes- 
tic element which is com- 
pletely different.” Indeed, the 
second episode of the season, 
which is called “The Sign of 
Three,” features the wedding 
of Watson and Mary. 

The good doctor’s marriage, 
which Gatiss describes as a 
“100-year spoiler,” follows the 
Conan Doyle canon. But Gatiss 
and Moffat decided to depart 
from the stories by both depict- 
ing the wedding and having the 


reliably eccentric Holmes act 
as best man. “Asa kid, I always 
thought since Dr. Watson has 
only got one friend in the whole 
world, his best man must have 
been Sherlock Holmes,” says 
Moffat. “What was that like? 
What kind of fascinating, 
genius car crash was it, to have 
that sociopath trying to get 
through compering a wedding 
day? And now we’ve had a 
chance to bring that to life.” 
What does the groom have to 
say about all this? “Sherlock 
makes a brilliant best man’s 
speech,” explains Freeman. 
“The episode is slightly lighter 
in tone, maybe, than people 
are used to—but with a payoff 
that I think is going to hit 
people where they live.” 

The season finale will 
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Fans lined the 
streets of London 
when Sherlock 
(and Cumberbatch) 
came to town on 
Aug. 21, 2013 
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showcase the evil doings of the 
villainous Charles Augustus 
Magnussen (Lars Mikkelsen of 
the original Danish The Killing), 
who is based on the titular 
character from the Conan 
Doyle tale “The Adventure of 
Charles Augustus Milverton.” 
“What’s fascinating with the 
story is that it’s about the only 
time where Sherlock Holmes 
actually hates someone,” says 
Moffat. “Here’s a villain that 
Sherlock Holmes simply can- 
not bear, and that is interest- 
ing.” Cumberbatch is similarly 
enthusiastic about his new 
onscreen opponent. “It’s a 
very different tonality than 
Moriarty’s chaotic, anarchic 
joker,” says the actor. “He has 
a different temperament, and 
it’s quite chilling—and that’s 
all that I will say about that!” 
Of course it is. 


THE GOOD NEWS FOR Sherlock 
fans is that both of the show’s 
stars seem more than happy to 
continue with the series for the 
foreseeable future. “My feeling 
is, as long as we're all enjoying 
it, why not?” says Freeman. 
Cumberbatch agrees. “Of 
course! Of course!” says the 
actor. “We’re not beholden to 
do this. It’s because we enjoy 
it.” And Moffat says he and 
Gatiss have already discussed 


another season. “We know 
what we want to do,” says the 
executive producer. “We’ve 
got a set of developments and 
twists and turns that will be 
quite shocking. We’re really 
excited about where we’re 
going with it, actually.” But 
here’s the catch: “Doesn’t 
mean it will happen straight- 
away—and actually we don’t 
think that’s the right thing to 
do. You’ll have your burst of 
Sherlock and then you can 
bloody well wait!” 

If Sherlock fans have a 
problem with that, Steven 
Moffat suggests they write a 
letter—but not to Steven 
Moffat. “Guy Ritchie’s made 
two in the time we’ve made 
nine,” he says, “so you can take 
your complaints to him!” = 
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Fans greeting 
Cumberbatch 


C) MORE THAN 30 YEARS AFTER - 
HIS FIRST OSCAR NOD, HIS ROLE IN 
NEBRASKA HAS LANDED HIM 
SMACK-DAB AT THE CENTER OF AWARDS 
SEASON. NOW THE ACTOR DISHES 
ON HITCHCOCK, NICHOLSON, AND GETTING 
ANOTHER CHANCE. 
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BRUCE DERN 


(OPENER) THOMAS LAISNE/CORBIS OUTLINE 


Considering how many people 
he’s killed or creeped out over 
the years, Bruce Dern has a lot 
of friends. After a lifetime of 
playing psychotic cowboys, 
cruel fathers, crooked lawmen, 
and a menagerie of unhinged 
lovers, the 77-year-old is a 
Hollywood institution: He 
knows everyone, has been 
everywhere, and has done (just 
about) everything. Everything 
except be a star. 

Now he can cross that one 
off his list, too. In Nebraska, 
directed by Alexander Payne 
(The Descendants), Dern plays 
Woody Grant, a laconic codger 
who sets off on a road trip to 
collect a fortune he thinks he’s 
won. The film is about more 
than riches, though, at least 
the monetary kind. It’s about 
a man trying to find some 
meaning in his life and leave 
something of value behind. 


Dern has attended almost 
every private screening of the 
film this awards season, the 
type packed with Academy 
voters, and when the lights 
come up he is always mobbed 
by supporters. That’s new to 
Dern. “I’ve had the lead in 
several movies, but I’ve never 
received any kind of acco- 
lades,” he says, his wispy white 
hair floating around his head 
like a milkweed halo. “They 
were all movies that a lot of 
people never found.” 

He’s talking about films like 
On the Edge, a 1986 drama about 
a long-distance runner; the 
1975 beauty-pageant satire 
Smile; and the 1972 thriller 
Silent Running. Each has its cult 
of admirers, but they were 
never hits. Dern’s only previous 
brush with Oscar was for 
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“The sweetest thing 
that’s happened is 

the National Board of 
Review [rewarding] 
Will Forte's perfor- 
mance,” Dern says of 
his Nebraska costar, 
who made his debut as 
a dramatic actor in the 
film, playing Dern’s son. 
“| mean, here’s a kid 
who for 20 years made 
a living by being funny, 
running down the 
street with celery 
sticking out of his ass 
in MacGruber.” 


EVERETT COLLECTION 


BRUCE DERN 


a supporting role in 1978’s 
Coming Home, in which he 
played a self-destructive Viet- 
nam vet. His true fame came 
from being a scene-stealer, add- 
ing tics and quirks that made 
his background characters 
unpredictable and alive. Direc- 
tors even have a term for these 
improvisations: Dernsies. 

Sit and talk to Dern for a 
few hours, camped out in the 
executive dining room at 
Paramount studios, and you 
end up crisscrossing seven 


decades. The father of actress 
Laura Dern (with then wife 
Diane Ladd), Dern is an A-list 
raconteur, and he delights in 
regaling folks with wild, and 
often ribald, tales of life in the 
industry trenches. As fasci- 
nating and unforgettable as 
he is on screen, Bruce Dern 
ain’t a bad character himself. 


AN ARISTOCRATIC YOUTH 

Dern has made his career play- 
ing lowlifes, but he’s actually a 
blue blood. One grandfather 


BRUCE DERN 


was heir to a department-store 
fortune, the other a governor 
of Utah and secretary of war 
under FDR. His great-uncle 
was the acclaimed poet 
Archibald MacLeish. “I was 
a one-percenter,” he says, 
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pulling out his phone to show a 
photo of the mansion he grew 
up in outside Chicago. He 
became estranged from his 
family when they balked at his 
decision to pursue acting. His 
mother told him, “‘We’ll give 


This dance-marathon drama was Dern’s big break. 
LOVE Sorta. Director Sydney Pollack told him, “‘No one would 


2006-11 believe you as a leading man,” Dern recalls. “You don’t 
think that crushes you?” 
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In the sci-fi saga, Dern plays a space worker trying to 
protect a ship carrying some of the last surviving plant 
life from Earth. “What a wizard [director] Douglas 
Trumbull is,’ Dern says. 
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Dern received an Oscar nod for playing a traumatized 
Vietnam vet. “I won some acclaim, and every time | did | 
was alittle embarrassed and ashamed,” Dern says. “Those 
[real veterans] did that s--- and | never went there.” 
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As a long-distance runner himself, Dern counts the drama 
as one of his personal favorites. It’s the story of a banned 
athlete who gets a chance to run an iconic race just as he’s 
2006-11 aging out of the sport. “On the Edge is me as a runner and 
in my career and everything else,” Dern says. 
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Dern costars in this horror comedy as Tom Hanks’ milita- 
ristic friend—stoking suspicion about some strange new 
neighbors. “A gas” is how Dern describes it. “It was a good 
movie, but it didn’t do very well because | don’t know why.” 
Like a lot of Dern’s films, it lives on as a cult classic. 
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Throughout the run of HBO’s drama, Bill Paxton played 
a polygamist who had to contend with Dern as his 
scheming, manipulative father—a man so miserable, 
he was poisoned by an angry relative. 
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PICTURE PERFECT/REX USA 


BRUCE DERN 


you a year to be Jimmy Stew- 
art,” Dern says, and laughs. 
“That didn’t happen.” 

Both parents died before he 
played a character who was 
part of the upper class— 
volatile Tom Buchanan in the 
1974 adaptation of The Great 
Gatsby, starring Robert Red- 
ford and Mia Farrow. When 
Dern returned to Chicago to 
promote the film, he hoped to 
impress an old family friend, 
Ginevra King Pirie, who had 
once been a famous Chicago 
socialite. He invited her to the 
movie, but she refused because 
she said it would be too painful. 
She told him about a young 
suitor from decades earlier, a 
poor writer who was sent away 
by her father. “And the tears 
were really...” Dern blows air 
through his cheeks. “I actually 
had to put my arms around 
this frail woman, and she goes, 
‘Bruce, I just couldn’t go 
tonight. Because, don’t you 
understand? I’m Daisy 
Buchanan. That young man 
was F. Scott Fitzgerald.” 


WORKING WITH HITCHCOCK 

Early in Dern’s career, Alfred 
Hitchcock developed a fond- 
ness for the sardonic young 
actor. He cast him in a bit part 
as a doomed sailor in Marnie, 
put him in a couple of episodes 


of his TV show, then gave Dern 
a starring role in 1976’s Family 
Plot—the director’s last film. 
Dern stayed glued to Hitch- 
cock’s side, eager to learn what 
he could. One day on the set of 
Family Plot, Dern asked him, 
“How come you got me here 
anyway? I mean, why’d you 
pick me?” Hitchcock replied, 
“Because Mr. Packinow 
wanted a million dollars, and 
Hitch doesn’t pay a million dol- 
lars.” Wait, who? Dern couldn’t 
figure it out either. Then he got 
it: He’d been hired because Al 
Pacino was too expensive. 


KILLING JOHN WAYNE 

Dern had a habit of taking down 
iconic men, most famously in 
the 1972 film The Cowboys. His 
villain (spoiler alert) shoots 
John Wayne in the back, one of 
the few times the Duke dies on 
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(From left) Diane Ladd, 
Dern, and Laura Dern 


BRUCE DERN 


screen. The film is full of 
counterculture references— 
Dern’scharacter isnot-so-subtly 
nicknamed “Long Hair”—and 
Wayne, then about 64, was an 
old-guard conservative who 
disdained hippies. When they 
shot the death scene, Wayne 
snarled to him, “Oooh, they’re 
going to hate you for this.” 
Dern quipped, “Maybe, but in 
Berkeley, I’m a f---ing hero.” 


HE KNOWS JACK 

Deep down Dern is a softy, he 
says, but you wouldn’t know it 
from the characters he tends 
to play. Even in his later years, 
as the corrosive ailing father 
on HBO's Big Love or the tor- 
turing slave master in Django 
Unchained, Dern projects 
menace better than most. He’s 
just a degree more sinister 
than his longtime friend Jack 
Nicholson, a guy he first met at 
an acting class taught by 
Martin Landau. 

It was Nicholson who coined 
the term that everyone still 
uses to describe Dern’s ability 
to make the mundane memo- 
rable. Nicholson was directing 
Drive, He Said, a 1971 campus- 
revolution dramedy about a 
basketball player, and Dern had 
to shoot a scene as the coach, 
walking down a hallway. “Two 
cheerleader girls come around 


the corner and go past me and 
my assistant coach,” the actor 
recalls. “There’s nothing writ- 
ten, just that they pass the 
coach in the hall.” Dern ele- 
vated it into a moment: As the 
cheerleaders pass, he leers 
slightly and snaps his fingers, 
then goes right back to normal. 
“The whole crew was laughing, 
including Jack,” Dern remem- 
bers. “Jack says, ‘That’s a 
Dernsie, folks, that’s a f---ing 
Dernsie! The man comes up 


” 


with s--- when no one else can. 


LESSONS OF A LIFETIME 
What’s special about Nebraska 
is that it’s free of Dernsies. This 
one he played straight. “When 
you're the fourth or fifth person 
in a movie—or even the third 
person—you gotta up the vibe 
alittle bit so people realize that 
you're there,” Dern says. A few 
years ago, he had an epiphany. 
“Tmade up my mind: ‘I’m tired 
of doing the kind of acting I’ve 
been doing. I just wanna be a 
human being.” That ethos 
is already paying off. Dern is 
now in early talks to star in 
the new Quentin Tarantino 
Western, The Hateful Hight. 
For Dern, a lifelong runner, 
his career has never been a 
sprint but a marathon. “I’ve 
been on a long journey,” he 
says. “And I’m still on it.” = 
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Considering 
how many 
people he’s 
killed or 
creeped out 
over the years, 
Bruce Dern 
has a lot of 
friends. After 
industry 
screenings of 
Nebraska, he 
is mobbed by 
supporters. 
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6.19 XFINITY THEATRE, HARTFORD, CT 

6.21 NIKON AT JONES BEACH THEATER, WANTAGH, NY 
6.22 XFINITY CENTER, MANSFIELD, MA 

6.24 SARATOGA PAC, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 

6.25 MOLSON CANADIAN AMPHITHEATRE, TORONTO,ON 
6.27 SUSQUEHANNA BANK CENTER, CAMDEN, NJ 

6.20 PNC BANK ARTS CENTER, HOLMDEL, NJ 

6.30 BANK OF NEW HAMPSHIRE PAVILION, GILFORD, NH 
7.2 DARIEN LAKE PAC, BUFFALO, NY 

7.3 FIRST NIAGARA PAVILION, BURGETTSTOWN, PA 

7.6 VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATER, ST. LOUIS, MO 
7.8 OTE ENERGY MUSIC THEATRE, DETROIT, MI 


1.9 KLIPSCH MUSIC CENTER, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 

TAL FIRST MIDWEST BANK AMPHITHEATRE, CHICAGO, IL 

7.12 BUNBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL, CINCINNATI, OH 

“713 THE WOODS AMPHITHEATER AT FONTANEL, WHITE CREEKS, TN 
7.18 MERRIWEATHER POST PAVILION, COLUMBIA, MD 

7.19 HERSHEYPARK STADIUM, HERSHEY, PA 

772 FARM BUREAU LIVE AT VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 
7.23 PNC MUSIC PAVILION, CHARLOTTE, NC 

7.25 CRUZAN AMPHITHEATRE, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 

7.26 MIDFLORIDA CREDIT UNION AMPHITHEATRE, TAMPA, FL 
“7.27 ST. AUGUSTINE AMPHITHEATRE, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 
7.29 WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE, RALEIGH, NC 

7.30 AARON'S AMPHITHEATRE AT LAKEWOOD, ATLANTA, GA 


8.1 CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION, HOUSTON, TX 


~ 8.2 AUSTINSGO AMPHITHEATER, AUSTIN, TX 


8.4 CONCRETE STREET AMPHITHEATER, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 
8.5 GEXA ENERGY PAVILION, DALLAS, TX 

8.7 ISLETA AMPHITHEATER, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 

8.8 AK-CHIN PAVILION, PHOENIX, AZ 

8.10 200 AMPHITHEATRE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 

8.12 RED-ROCKS AMPHITHEATRE, DENVER, CO 

8.13 UCCU CENTER, OREM, UT 

“8.5 THE POOL — COSMOPOLITAN LAS VEGAS, LAS VEGAS, NV 
8.16 VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATER, IRVINE, CA 

8.17 CONCORD PAVILION, CONCORD, CA 
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Shador 
Recruit 


STARRING C/i77s Pine, 
Keira Knightley, 
Kevin Costner, 
Kenneth Branagh 


DIRECTED BY 
Kenneth Branagh 
PG-13, 1 HR., 45 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 
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Kevin Costner 


JACK RYAN, the superstar CIA analyst created 30 years ago by Tom 
Clancy, is now in his fifth motion picture, with a fourth actor playing 
him. I’m more than happy to see Chris Pine, so good as the hot-dog 
rebel Captain Kirk in the Star Trek films, take a whack at portraying 
a character previously embodied by Alec Baldwin, Harrison Ford, 
and Ben Affleck—even if Pine, with his wolfish crystal-blue-eyed 
sensuality (he’s like the American Jonathan Rhys Meyers), comes 
off as more of a lover than a fighter. Yet given this revolving door of 
actors, and considering that the Ryan character is pretty much a 
Cold War relic to begin with, is it any wonder that you may now have 
almost no idea what defines him? Ryan isn’t an addled badass like 
Jason Bourne, or an icy-sexy megaspy like James Bond, or a master- 
of-illusion daredevil like the hero of the Mission: Impossible films. 
Almost nothing about him is distinctive. In the pulsating but color- 
less Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit, he gets into fistfights and car chases, 
downloads information from computers, and skulks around looking 
tense and concerned. He might as well be called Generic Agent Guy. 
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Critical 
Mass 


Asampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases 


AMERICAN HUSTLE B+ A 
ANCHORMAN 2... Ba — B 

AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY B+) A B 

FROZEN | = | [es | B= | 

HER A | A+} A | C+] Be] A-| A | B+} At] A | B | Bt WS 
LONE SURVIVOR B=) A |SBa) C+ Ge — cn — ie B+] B-| B MES 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY... ——| — fe — (oo C+ | — De) — ieGey C He 
SAVING MR. BANKS Be| B B+} B-| C B iia Cc A-| A-| B+] B+ 3 
THE SECRET LIFE OF... c+; Cc Cc C- Gay C Bee C- ae c+) B-| B Hig 
THE WOLF OF WALLSTREET} A-| A B-| A+| A A-| A | C+] A C | B+] B- Big 


EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW's online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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Ride Along 


STARRING /ce Cube, Kevin Hart 
DIRECTED BY 77771 Story 
PG-13, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 


Is this finally Kevin Hart’s 
moment? The high-pitched, 
high-strung comedian with the 
manic motormouth delivery has 
been killing it as a stand-up for a 
while now, but despite a long 
résumé of TV and film roles, he 
still hasn’t found that elusive 
crossover hit. His new comedy, 
Ride Along, could do the trick, but 
it might’ve helped if it were a 
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Ice Cube and 
Kevin Hart 


smarter, funnier movie. Hart 
plays an Atlanta security guard 
about to propose to his girlfriend 
(Tika Sumpter). Before he does, 
though, he needs the blessing of 
her intimidating cop brother (Ice 
Cube), who ropes him into being 
his patrol partner for a day to 
prove his worthiness. Ride Along 
is a generic slapdash odd-couple 
flick—the fast-talking pip-squeak 
vs. the fearsome pit bull. Still, 
Hart’s exasperated dervish shtick 
has moments of real live-wire 
anarchy, including one priceless 
gag at a firing range. Will it be 
enough to make Hart a house- 
hold name? Maybe. But both he 
and his fans deserve better. 
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Christophe Paou and 
Pierre Deladonchamps © 


Stranger by the Lake 


starrinG Pierre Deladonchamps 
DIRECTED BY A/qin Guiraudie NOT RATED, 1 HR., 37 MINS. 
By Owen Gleiberman 


Stranger by the Lake (opening Jan. 24) is an ingenious French 
thriller set entirely on a rocky stretch of beach and its adjoining 
woods, where gay men come to sunbathe and cruise. The central 
character, Franck (Pierre Deladonchamps), is like a hunkier 
version of the young Roddy McDowall. He’s hungry for sex, but 
not with just anyone. Franck wants to be transported, moved to 
the place where unbridled pleasure melts into love. That’s why 
he can’t stop himself from going after Michel (Christophe Paou), 
a sporty dude with a Tom Selleck mustache (trust me, this looks 
a lot less dated on a French guy), even after he sees Michel 
drown his latest lover. 

The movie is voyeuristic, sure, but in a way that evokes Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Rear Window more than William Friedkin’s Cruising. 
There are many shots of men sprawled naked on the beach, to 
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Hiding Out With Winslet & Brolin 


Labor Day (out Jan.31) isaboutamanonthelamand the heartbrokenmom 
who gives him shelter. Writer-director Jason Reitman and stars Kate Winslet and Josh 
Brolin discuss two very different kinds of fugitives. -ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


Some long weekends are longer 
than others. 

In Jason Reitman’s romantic 
thriller Labor Day, the late- 
summer holiday becomes a lens 
into the complicated pasts of 
two troubled souls: Frank (Josh 
Brolin), a wanted man who’s 
just broken out of prison after 
spending 18 years behind bars, 
and Adele (Kate Winslet), a 


DALE ROBINETTE 


shattered single mom who has 
locked herself away from the 
world. The dilapidated house 
she and her 13-year-old son 
inhabit becomes the perfect 
place for a fugitive to lie low— 
whether they like it or not. 

The film takes place over five 
days but flashes back to each 
of their histories, with Tom 
Lipinski (TV’s Suits) playing a 
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much younger Frank, who 
gets caught up in a whirlwind 
romance that ultimately ends 
with his imprisonment. We also 
see Adele’s descent into anxiety 
as she struggles to show she 
can raise her boy (Changeling’s 
Gattlin Griffith), even though 
he’s really taking care of her. 

What begins as a hostage 
saga evolves into an unlikely 
love story—and a much-talked- 
about pie-making sequence is 
one of the sexiest food scenes in 
years. Despite the movie’s dark 
edges, when Brolin, Reitman, 
and Winslet sat down with 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, they 
had a lot to laugh about. 


Kate and Josh, what was it about 
Frank and Adele that you under- 
stood, and what did you feel you 
needed to learn to play them? 

JOSH BROLIN We had a lot of con- 
versations to prepare: How 
verbal is this guy? How much 
does he move? You get all intel- 
lectual about it and then you 
show up on the set and you do 
your first scene, and suddenly 
you feel like you’re completely 
ruining the movie. I was putting 
on some manly voice that I 
didn’t even realize. 

JASON REITMAN I think I said, 
[blinking] “What are you doing?” 


BROLIN “What do you mean, 
what am I doing?” “Are you 
doing something with your 
voice? Are you okay? Are you 
sick?” [Jason] had constructed 
what it’s supposed to be in his 
mind really specifically. So 
there were times where we 
would do a scene and I’d move 
my hand and the next take he’d 
go, “Don’t move your hand.” 
And at that point you kind of 
want to quit. [Al laugh.] 

Did you have to get into prison- 

yard shape? 

REITMAN [Smiling] I’m very curi- 
ous about the answer to this 
question. 

KATE WINSLET I want to answer it! 
You got into prison shape, Kate? 
BROLIN She’s always in prison 
shape. 


(From left) 
Brolin, Gattlin 
Griffith, Jason 
Reitman, and 
Winslet on set 
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WINSLET The way that Josh 
described it to me was that he 
just decided that he was going 
to eat a lot. Really just f---ing 
eat a lot and not care. He tells 
the story of how Jason had gone 
over to his house— 

BROLIN It was the first time we 
had seen each other after I went 
on a trip to Scotland. 

WINSLET Scotland, that’s right, 
where you had been drinking 
and eating and rolling around. 
BROLIN I love that you know this 
story so well. 

WINSLET I just love that you told 
it so openly. So Jason had 
turned up at Josh’s house and 
Josh was celebrating his little 
bit of Scottish chub and said, 
“T’m thinking this guy should 
be really big,” and Jason just 
went, “No.” 

REITMAN Do you remember my 
final argument that won you 
over? I said, “Well, there’s this 
young actor named Tom 
Lipinski and he looks exactly 
like you. It’s a miracle. And he 
spent the last two months 
literally working out every day 
and eating the perfect diet so 
he could be in the shape of his 
life. I would hate for the 
audience to look at you and 
think, ‘Wow—in 20 years Frank 
just got...fat’” 


BROLIN [Laughs] Lots of starches 
in prison—that was another 
argument I had. Then I looked at 
Tom Lipinski and he lifted up his 
shirt and I was so f---ing angry. 
For the next two and a half 
weeks, and I’m lucky because my 
body responds, it was three 
hours a day in the gym. 

Kate, what about this woman made 
sense to you? 

WINSLET There was nothing 
immediately relatable for me 
about Adele, other than she is 
completely devoted to her child. 
On the one hand she is a fragile 
woman, but she’s incredibly 
strong. She could easily be 
raising a child who’s f---ed up, 
and her child is not. He’s a lovely 
boy, and that’s because of her. 
Why do you think Frank and Adele 
connect with each other? 

WINSLET I always thought they 
were similar—that they both 
knew what it felt like to be locked 
away. They knew how to exist, 
they knew how to cope, how to 
survive. They knew how to 
function quite well in that level 
of isolation that she had chosen 
to put herself in and that he 
faced, obviously, against his will. 
Food plays an important role in this 
movie. Jason, it seems like you often 
take an ordinary act, in this case 
baking a pie, and show how it defines 


“You get all 
intellectual 
about it and 
then you 
show up on 
the set and 
you do your 
first scene, 
and suddenly 
you feel 

like you’re 
completely 
ruining the 
movie.” 
—JOSH BROLIN 
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a character, like George Clooney 
packing his suitcase in Up in the Air. 
REITMAN I’m a fan of process, 
and it is in every movie. Like 
Mavis putting on her makeup in 
Young Adult. The pie scene was 
the sex scene. It was the closest 
we were going to get to a sex 
scene in this movie. 

Frank also cooks Adele chili from 
random leftovers and a pot of coffee. 
He’s a resourceful dude. 

REITMAN Well, beyond resourceful 
he’s saying, “This is what’s in 
this woman’s life, and I can 
actually make something of it.” 
He ties her up, and then he 
makes chili with whatever’s 
there and he feeds her. 
WINSLET I wanted to punch him 
because there were several 
takes when Josh was willfully 
trying to make me laugh. I’ll say 
that now. 

REITMAN That’s right! You kept 
on cracking up while blowing on 
the chili! I remember editing it, 
and it was a pain in the ass! 
WINSLET I pride myself on not 
cracking up. 

BROLIN Not me. 

Josh, | heard you did a lot of pie 
baking on your own. 

WINSLET I can vouch for that. 
Josh would come to work in the 
morning and say, “I was up at 
four and I baked you this pie.” 
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REITMAN At the beginning it was 
great. “Oh, wow, Josh made me 
apie!” But by the end it was “Oh, 
f---, I can’t eat another pie!” 
WINSLET Even my children—I 
would come home and they 
would go, “What’s that?” and I’d 
go, “Oh, it’s a pie Josh made for 
us!” and by the end it would be 
“Oh God, what’s in that box? 
Another pie?” 

REITMAN He’s like the picture of 
masculinity, but you’d show up 
at his cottage and he’d be in his 
apron going, “Look at the crust! 
Look at the juices coming out of 
the side!” 

So Josh basically said, “If | can’t 

be fat, I’m gonna make all of you 
people fat!” 

BROLIN [Laughs] That’s what it 
is! Revenge! 


Winslet and 
Reitman 
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The Scariest Month of the Year? 


January has become the hottest time to drop horror movies like Devil’s Due 
(out Jan. 17). Here’s why. -GRADY SMITH 


For everything there is a season— 
especially at the box office. Super- 
hero movies open in the summer. 
Flashy musicals debut over Thanks- 
giving. YA adaptations are taking 
over March. (It’s no coincidence that 
Divergent will open on the same 
weekend as the original Hunger 
Games.) And what about horror 
movies? You might assume they all 
open in the walk-up to Halloween, 
but it’s January that has become 
the primary stomping ground for 
creepy possession tales and ghastly 
scarefests. 

In recent years, Hollywood has 
used January to offer up titles like 
The Rite, The Devil Inside, Legion, 
The Unborn, The Uninvited, and 
My Bloody Valentine 3D. In 2013 
Mama and Texas Chainsaw 3D 
both bowed at No. 1 in January 
(plus, the horror spoof A Haunted 
House was released). This year the 
found-footage spin-off Paranormal 
Activity: The Marked Ones hit 
screens immediately, with the 
demonic-baby film Devil's Due 
following hard on its heels. 

“| think genre films really work 
well after the holidays,” says 
Nikki Rocco, Universal's chief of 
distribution, who successfully 
released Mama to $72 million 


MICHELE K. SHORT 


total. “People have been doing what 
they do for Christmas and New 
Year’s, and then they get back to 
normal living.” And apparently that 
means bingeing on easy-to-produce, 
cheap-to-market horror. Why do 
they do so well at the box office? 
They're a welcome alternative for 
viewers not interested in artsy 
Oscar fare, and a refreshing change 
of pace after the warm ’n’ fuzzy 
holiday season—which makes them 
the scariest part of the new year. 
Except maybe the bathroom scale. 
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R, 2HRS., 18 MINS. 

A film of jaw-dropping virtuosity and pleasure. 
It’s a con-man drama set in 1978, and David 0. 
Russell's filmmaking out-Scorseses Scorsese. 
—OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


PG-13, 1 HR., 55 MINS. 

Will Ferrell's clueless Ron Burgundy returns for an 
‘80s-set sequel that’s mostly hilarious, in a reheated 
sort of way. B —CHRIS NASHAWATY 


R, 1HR., 59 MINS. 

This adaptation of Tracy Letts’ play is for anyone 
who thrives on a certain in-your-face emotional 
shock value. Yet it’s also a contraption that spreads 
its darkness like whipped butter on a roll. 

—OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


R, 2HRS., 5 MINS. 

The visionary director Spike Jonze delivers another 

idiosyncratic take on the world: A divorced loner 

CVJoaquin Phoenix) falls in love with his operating 

system (voiced by Scarlett Johansson). The sci-fi 

romance is clever, but it’s also emotionally icy. 
—CHRIS NASHAWATY 


PG-13, 2 HRS., 41 MINS. 
Much better than the first Hobbit film. Bilbo is now 
up against a storm of black forces, and the dragon is 
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BOX OFFICE 


1. Lone Survivor 


Peter Berg’s $40 million combat 
drama starring Mark Wahlberg 
accomplished its mission in 

its nationwide opening weekend, 
grossing $37.8 million, the second-best 
January opening of all time after 
Cloverfield’s $40.1 million debut. 


The Top 20 


LONE SURVIVOR 


FROZEN $14.7 | 3,239 | $4,547 | -25 8 $317.3 


THE LEGEND OF HERCULES $8.9 2,104 | $4,215 - 1 $8.9 
Kellan Lutz may look like a Greek 
god, but his drawing power 

isn’t Olympian. Hercules cost 
$70 million to produce but pulled 
in only $8.9 million in its first 
weekend, far less than Lutz’s last 
mythology-based film, Immortals, 
which opened with $32.2 million. 


THE WOLF OF WALL STREET $8.8 2,521 | $3,506 -33 3 $78.4 
AMERICAN HUSTLE $8.3 2,629 | $3,158 -33 5 $101.3 
David O. Russell's 1970s crime 

dramedy crossed the $100 mil- 


lion mark in its fifth weekend. 
And given its three Golden Globe 
wins, American Hustle should 
boogie past the $125 million 
mark with ease. The grooviest 
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What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


Shailene Woodley 
and Miles Teller in 


The Spectacular Now Ah, Youth! 


ics—one old and one new— 
melodrama right 


WILFORD HAREWOOD 
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lone Skye and John Cusack 
in Say Anything... 


HIGH SCHOOL MOVIES fetishize compartmentalization more than 
the manager of a Container Store. Teenagers are divided up into 
cliques and sub-cliques, the taxonomy of which is often explained 
in sarcastic voice-over. Of course, the real American educational 
experience is much more amorphous: A jock can be a stoner, the 
AV club president can be popular, and that kid in marching band 
might also tear it up in the battle of the bands. High school is where 
you start to figure out who youre going to be, not determine your 
personality once and for all. 

The Spectacular Now (2018, 1 hr., 35 mins., R), James Ponsoldt’s 
disarmingly honest tale of teenage romance and self-discovery, is 
one of the few movies that capture the quavering moment of being 
on the cusp of adulthood, where the suburban avenues of your 
youth finally merge onto the freeway of the rest of your life. Sutter 
Keely (Miles Teller) is a charismatic senior riding the crest of his 


20TH CENTURY FOX/EVERETT COLLECTION 


Best-Laid Plans 


Criterion goes caper crazy 
withits latest releases 


A good heist scene often plays out like a good 
sex scene: pure adrenalized vicarious pleasure. 
After all the foreplay of blueprints and hushed 
backroom discussions, the gig itself is all climax. 
That’s probably why, after finally busting 
through a solid-steel vault in Michael Mann’s 
heart- and synth-pounding debut film, Thief 
(1981, 2 hrs., 5 mins., R), James Caan pauses 
for a quick cigarette break, looking as if he might 
as well be lounging against a headboard. 

For all its own aesthetic descendants (2011's 
crime ballad Drive borrows heftily), Thief 
takes inspiration from the godfather of heist 


RIALTO/PHOTOFEST 


(From left) Perlo Vita, Jean 
Servais, Robert Manuel, and ~ 
~~ Carl Méhner in Rififi 9 
A 


- ae 


movies, Jules Dassin’s Rififi (1955, 1 hr, 58 mins, 
Not Rated). Both films have been given a new 
Blu-ray release by Criterion, and while their 
stories are separated by the Atlantic Ocean 

and more than 25 years, the two tap deeply 
into the basic satisfactions of seeing a job well 
done, and then seeing it come well undone. The 
key to a heist scene is showing your work: The 
robbery in Rififi, which took up only 10 pages in 
its source novel, is expanded to nearly a quarter 
of the film’s running time; no words are spoken, 
not a single action is left unseen. Mann’s film 
similarly revels in the particulars. Not a second 
is lost as Caan’s character pulls off his One 

Last Score™. Criterion’s are uncharac- 
teristically sparse for both titles, but these 
films are diamonds no matter what box they 
come in. They make for a good double feature 
(RiThiefi?)—so good, you might reach for a 
smoke afterward. Thief: A Rififi: 
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Not Your Average Cat Lady 


Just in case you were wondering, Cat People 
(1982, 1 hr., 59 mins. R) isn’t about the kind of 
folks who have the image of their pet tabby cross- 
stitched on a throw pillow. Rather, it’s about the 
kind of cat people who have a habit of tearing 
those types to shreds. Paul Schrader’s remake of 
the 1942 Jacques Tourneur horror classic, now 
available on Blu-ray, takes its tonal cues from its 
predecessor, but focuses more on atmosphere than 
straight-out scares. Nastassia Kinski plays Irena, 

a young woman with a pixie haircut and a strange 
habit of turning into a black leopard during sex. 
She falls for a zoo curator, inciting the incestuous 
rage of her feline brother (Malcolm McDowell). It’s 
a preposterous premise, but the film takes itself 
just seriously enough to work. Kinski gives her 
character a sinuous grace, and Schrader unspools 
his tale of erotic transformation languorously, 

all set to the slinky tones of Giorgio Moroder’s 
score and David Bowie's snarling theme song 
(which Quentin Tarantino ended up borrowing for 
ascene in /nglourious Basterds). Unfortunately, 
the EXTRAS are essentially just kitty litter. B 


astassia Kinski 


CAT PEOPLE: EVERETT COLLECTION; RUSH: JAAP BUITENDIUK 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 


CAPTAIN PHILLIPS 
(2013, PG-13) Tom Hanks, 
Barkhad Abdi, Catherine 
Keener Paul Greengrass 
(United 93, The Bourne 
Supremacy) lends the 
white-knuckle true-life 
story of a freighter 
captain (Hanks) taken 
hostage by Somali pirates 
his signature patina of 
authenticity. (Also 
available on iTunes) B+ 


MACHETE KILLS (2013, 
R) Danny Trejo, Jessica 
Alba, Lady Gaga, Mel 
Gibson Robert Rodriguez 
blows up any previous 
notion of “over-the-top” 
in his genuinely bonkers 
faux-exploitation flick. B+ 


BLUE JASMINE (2013, 
PG-13) Cate Blanchett, 
Alec Baldwin, Peter 
Sarsgaard, Sally Hawkins 
Woody Allen tells the 
Streetcar-esque story of 
an uptight, demanding 
Manhattanite (Blanchett) 
who loses everything, 
including, perhaps, her 
mental stability. (Also 
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Matthew McConaughey 
and Woody Harrelson on 
True Detective 


Law and Disorder 


True Detective Justified 


Sundays, 9 p.m. HBO Tuesdays, 10 p.m. Fx 


By Jeff Jensen 


MICHELE K. SHORT/HBO 


JUSTIFIED: GUY D'ALAMA/FX; TRUE DETECTIVE: NANCY SCHWARTZ/HBO 
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Michael Rapaport and 
Timothy Olyphant 
on Justified 


THE WASTELAND NOIR of True Detective is many things at once— 
an enthralling murder mystery about history, culture, and heroic 
character; a tour de force for stars Woody Harrelson and Matthew 
McConaughey. But simply and deeply, it is a story about two men 
telling a story. Rust Cohle (McConaughey) is a hollowed-out cynic 
who works four days a week and spends the other three drinking 
himself numb. Martin Hart (Harrelson) is a healthy-living P.I. whose 
Bible Belt faith and family-man wisdom belie so much bulls---. Both 
were once detectives—and for seven years, partners—and the tale 
they have to tell concerns a journey into gravely dark woods, literally 
and metaphorically. The more they talk, the more we understand 
who they are and how they came to be. The more they talk, the more 
we wonder how much of what they’re saying is true. 

True Detective, an anthology franchise 4 la American Horror Story, 
spins a yarn about classically American hero archetypes badly broken 
and possibly broken bad by an encounter with horror. Each episode 
moves back and forth in time—fluidly, sometimes fuzzily—with Cohle 
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Justified’s 
Whedon- 
esque 
formula of 
building a 
year of story 
arounda 
colorful Big 
Bad (or two) 
has never 
felt more 
formulaic. 


BOOK: SIMON & SCHUSTER 


(From left) Mason 
Dye, Ava Telek, 
Maxwell Kovach, 
and Kiernan Shipka 
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V.C. Andrews’ 
Perennial Flower Power 


Thirty-five years after the author’s Flowers in the Attic 
titillated teen readers the world over, the controversial 
title is blossoming once again with a new television movie 
(incest included). —SARA VILKOMERSON 


ON JAN. 18, when Lifetime debuts 
its original movie Flowers in the 
Attic, starring Ellen Burstyn, 
Heather Graham, and Mad Men’s 
Kiernan Shipka, prepare to see 
Twitter explode in a frenzy of 
nostalgic ecstasy. The V.C. 


Andrews book on which it’s 
based, first published in 1979, 
was an instant sensation—think 
The Hunger Games plus Twilight 
with a healthy helping of Fifty 
Shades of Grey—and has gone 
on to sell more than 106 million 


MIRRORPIX/LEBRECHT MUSIC & ARTS 


MOVIE 
REVIEWS 


copies and be translated into 26 
different languages. Generations 
of teens have been captivated 
by this gothic tale, still pretty 
scandalous all these years later: 
After the death of her husband, 
a beautiful young woman takes 
her four children back to her 
estranged parents’ estate in 
order to inherit a fortune. The 
catch? The children must stay 
hidden in an attic, where they end 
up being imprisoned for over two 
years. Their only contact with 
the outside world is a sadistic 
grandmother who psychologi- 
cally and physically abuses 
them. And that’s not even the 
most prurient part! Trapped by 
circumstance, the eldest siblings 
fall in love, and their relationship 
eventually becomes sexual. 
“(The book] wasn’t pitched to 
teens, but younger readers could 
feel like they were reading some- 
thing forbidden,” explains Louise 
Burke, president and publisher 
of Pocket Books—which signed 
Andrews in 1979 and has re- 
mained sole publisher of Flowers 
and its four sequels (known col- 
lectively as the Dollanganger 
series). With the Lifetime movie 
bringing the novel back into the 
zeitgeist, Burke notes there’s 
already been a surge in e-book 
sales. There’s also a spiffy new 
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cover that triumphantly pro- 
claims it is “Now the Lifetime 
Movie Everyone's Talking About!” 

Indeed, from the moment the 
network announced its plans to 
turn Flowers into a TV movie, 
the book’s many fans took to 
every e-form possible in order 
to wax poetic. When its high- 
caliber cast was revealed along 
with a trailer clearly aimed at 
the bull’s-eye of a particular 
generation—set to Taken by 
Trees’ slowed-down cover of 
Guns N’ Roses’ “Sweet Child 0’ 
Mine”—expectations grew to a 
fever pitch. “The social-media 
reaction to this thing has been 
unprecedented,” says Rob 
Sharenow, executive vice presi- 
dent and general manager of 
Lifetime. “We’ve never seen a 
Lifetime movie that’s had so 
much reaction and anticipation.” 
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Flowers in the 
Attic author 
V.C. Andrews 
in 1982 


JAMES DITTIGER/A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS 


The network’s decision to make 
the film “was a complete no- 
brainer for us,” Sharenow says. 
“It’s a project that hits all the 
sweet spots. I can’t believe no 
one had done it before.” 

But of course someone had, 
sort of—a 1987 movie adapta- 
tion starring Kristy Swanson, 
Victoria Tennant, and Louise 
Fletcher has been much derided 
by fans over the years for, among 
other things, ignoring the icky- 
yet-fascinating romantic rela- 
tionship between the siblings. 
Not so with Lifetime’s version, 
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directed by Deborah Chow (The 
High Cost of Living), which hews 
closely to the original text. 

If Flowers in the Attic (airing 
at 8 p.m.) proves to be a success, 
there are plenty more V.C. 
Andrews titles available for 
adapting: Her name is on 76 
books. Yet, in an appropriately 
unusual twist, Andrews herself 
wrote only eight of them. Since 
her death from cancer in 1986, 
every Andrews title—almost 
always with a female protagonist, 
almost always involving some 
dark sexual secret—has been 


Ellen Burstyn and 
Heather Graham 
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written by Andrew Neiderman. 
“Her style has become my style,” 
he says. Andrews had a less- 
than-easy life; she was forced to 
use crutches and a wheelchair 
throughout adulthood due to 
painful arthritis. Later on, she 
lived with her mother—by all 
accounts an imposing figure. 
(Fun fact for amateur Freudians: 
Andrews dedicated Flowers in 
the Attic to her mother.) But the 
author certainly had a lot of 
imagination and time to devote 
to sketching out ideas for other 
sagas that had enough char- 
acters and outrageous plots to 
extend over multiple books. 
Neiderman, who also success- 
fully publishes under his own 
name (The Devil’s Advocate, for 
example), shared an agent and 
editor with Andrews. “My wife 
read VC. Andrews and was car- 
rying on about it. I thought, ‘Why 
isn’t she carrying on about my 
books?’” he says with a laugh. 
He began his collaboration with 
the Andrews estate by complet- 
ing the final book in her Dollan- 
ganger series, and then worked 
on the unfinished manuscripts 
in the Casteel series, which 
Andrews launched with two 
books, Heaven and Dark Angel. 
Over time, Neiderman learned 
how to match Andrews’ distinct 


tone, and he’s since produced 
18 additional series under the 
VC. Andrews name. (The latest 
book, The Unwelcomed Child, will 
be released on Jan. 21.) “I stud- 
ied what she did,” he says. “It’s a 
recipe of different genres that 
are put together in a certain way. 
When I write as myself, it’s com- 
pletely different. When I write 
[Andrews titles], ’'m writing as 
she would write.” And Andrews’ 
longtime fans agree. “He really 
does get the sensibility,” says 
Burke. “[Readers] feel that he’s 
captured Virginia's voice.” 
Lifetime is no doubt pleased 
that there’s an ever-growing list 
of V.C. Andrews works to choose 
from: On Jan. 9, the network 
announced that it’s already 
developing Petals on the Wind, 
the sequel to Flowers in the Attic. 
“We're trying to reinvigorate the 
movie brand. We're trying to tap 
into that pop culture vein that is 
fresh and exciting and make 
something new,” says Sharenow. 
According to Neiderman, 
however, it’s Andrews’ timeless 
themes that keep readers com- 
ing back again and again. 
“Virginia said she was intrigued 
why people who were supposed 
to love each other hurt each 
other so deeply,” he says. “That 
resonates everywhere.” 


“We've 
never seen a 
Lifetime 
movie that’s 
had so much 
reaction and 
anticipation... 
It wasa 
complete 
no-brainer 
for us.” 


—ROB SHARENOW, 
LIFETIME 
EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT 
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Stupid Questions 
for...Harry 
Connick Jr. 


He’s tickled the ivories to fame and acclaim. 
Now the jazz crooner, 46, will tickle your funny 
bone as he plays along with Stupid Questions— 
and helps find the next singing champ as anew 

judge on Fox’s American Idol. —DAN SNIERSON 


Sing me a song about how Ido! 

will have a big comeback year. 

And make it something that 

really swings. 

I think I could do more of a 
hip-hop thing: I don’t drink/ 
But if I had a beer/I'd tell you 
what/\dol’s great this year/ 
I'ddrink some whiskey/Td drink 
some wine/But by this time/ 
I'd done run out of time. 

That’s off the top of your head? 
Well, the middle of my head, 
where my mouth is. But Iam 
doing a movie with a dolphin 
who has a hole on the top of 
her head. 

We'll get to Dolphin Tale 2 ina sec. 
The Idol judges seem to be getting 
along so far. What will you do to fix 
this problem? 

It’s all fake. Being up there 
with Jennifer Lawrence and 
Keith Sweat isn’t exactly my 
idea of a panel, so I got stuck 
and I gotta deal with it. 

What is something surprising 
about Jennifer Lopez and 

Keith Urban that may or may 

not be true? 

The whole [in Australian 
accent] “I love it, mate. Yeeh, 
it’s griite”—Keith is actually 
from Brooklyn. His name is, 
like, Frank Clemente. And 
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They’re Still All That 


Some of our favorite ’90s girls are popping up on TV, proving they’re 


Following 
turns in 
/ Sleepless 
*/ in Seattle, 
— Now and 
Then, and Everyone Says 
| Love You, Hoffmann said 
“H and G’” (“hi and goodbye,” 
duh) to screen roles, focus- 
ing on college and working 
as a doula. 
NOW The 32-year-old New 
York native didn’t have to 
look far (Brooklyn) for her 
gig as Adam's unstable 
sister in season 3 of HBO's 
Girls (Sundays, 10 p.m.). 
Fair warning, Tom Hanks: 
There will be nudity. 


anything but so last millennium. —AMY WILKINSON 


spent the 
/ decade in 


boarding 


: school, you know this 

: duo's zip by heart: Beverly 
: Hills, 90210. 

: NOW Garth, 41, and 

: Spelling, 40, will reunite 

: for ABC Family's Mystery 
: Girls (debuting in 2014), 

: playing former 90s TV 

: stars (wink!) who head- 

: lined their own detective 

: show and now decide to 

: solve “real” crimes. All we 
: have to say is, Watch your 
: back, Cumberbatch! 


Unless you i j 


a Siberian 


! Ricci was 
delightfully 
dark in the 


: Addams Family movies. 
: She got ghoulish again—in 

: the friendliest of ways—for 
i the live-action Casper and 

: costarred with Hoffmann 

: in Now and Then. 

: NOW Ricci, 33, takes the 

: lead in Lifetime's Lizzie 

: Borden Took an Ax (Jan. 25, 
: 8 p.m.) as the infamous 

: Sunday-school teacher 

: tried for her parents’ 

: murder. Century-old spoiler 
: alert: She was acquitted. 
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DEAN CAIN 


Watch This/Sorr tT 


We allow the actor, 47, to sell you on the reality competition he’s hosting— 
Spike TV’s 10 Million Dollar Bigfoot Bounty (Fridays, 10 p.m.)—if he apologizes 
for a previous project. —DAN SNIERSON 


WATCH THIS 10 Million Dollar Bigfoot Bounty 

The show will award the cash prize to any contestant who 
can provide DNA evidence and visual proof of Sasquatch. 

“| was always a skeptic, and since we've shot the show, 
lam less of a skeptic—and that’s all | can legally say. We 
cover four states and thousands of miles of terrain. It’s 

so remote, you can see how easy it is for species to go 
undiscovered. We've got some doozies for characters.... You 
will see anger; you will see fear; you will see tears; there’s 
some laughter; you'll see betrayal; you'll see a breakup... It’s 
not Duck Dynasty. There is no beard competition, but there 
are some bearded fellows. Maybe even a bearded girl. I’m 
not saying she exists, I’m just saying it’s possible.” 


Specifically, the 1992 episode in which his character, 
Rick—who was dating Brenda (Shannen Doherty)—sang 
“Great Balls of Fire” with Brenda’s dad (James Eckhouse). 
“90210 was the hottest teen show on television, and 

| was ecstatic. My character was actually pretty cool, 
and the whole thing was fun. Then, all of a sudden, they 
turned me into a complete dork. | tried to talk them out 
of it. | lobbied to maybe have him get hit by a car... 

| would’ve gotten gonged on The Gong Show, and at 
American Idol, they would’ve thought | was doing a 
comedy routine. | apologize to anybody who has listened 
to me sing. You have a better chance of seeing Bigfoot 
than seeing me sing again on national television.” 


10 MILLION DOLLAR BIGFOOT BOUNTY: CHRIS HORNBECKER/SPIKE TV 
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WhattoWatch 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs” BY JESSICA SHAW 


MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


The 56th Annual Grammy Awards 


SUNDAY, JAN. 26 | 8-11:30PM | CBS 


The Grammy stage can get lonely, which is probably why so few performers are flying solo at this 
year’s show. Tag teams abound, from the strange (Imagine Dragons backing up Kendrick Lamar) to 
the sublime (Daft Punk with Stevie Wonder). Pink and fun.’s Nate Ruess, Metallica and classical 
pianist Lang Lang, and Robin Thicke and Chicago will also get turns on the mic during the show, 
hosted again by LL Cool J. The onstage whiplash should distract from the awards themselves, which 
feel particularly out-of-date considering one of the most talked-about albums of 2013—Beyoncé'’s 
stealth self-titled masterpiece—came out too late to be nominated. Still, most fields are wide open, 
with Jay Z, Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, Taylor Swift, and Bruno Mars all potentially leaving L.A’s 
Staples Center with armloads of tiny gramophones. —KYLE ANDERSON 


KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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TUESDAY _| WEDNESDAY 


The Real Housewives 

of Beverly Hills 

Bravo 

Brandi takes Yolanda on a trip to 
Sacramento. Somehow | don’t 
think Yolanda is going to give that 
city a place-card heart. 


MINISERIES 
DEBUT 


Klondike 

Discovery 

Game of Thrones’ Richard Madden headlines Discovery's 
three-night gold-rush miniseries as smart, brooding 
prospector Bill Haskell. While filming in Canada, Madden 
found himself dogsledding and going hypothermic after 
getting tossed around in Class IV river rapids. Though the 
actor was outfitted with an avalanche beacon, he rarely 
got to put on a hat (clearly, someone in wardrobe knew 
that you don’t cover those curls). “There’d be 50 extras in SEASON FINALE 
the background, and | was the only person that wasn’t 
wearing one,” Madden says, laughing. “I'd be like, ‘Can we Sleepy Hollow 
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Chris Messina and 
Mindy Kaling 


A 


” 
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The Mindy Project 

Fox 

It’s a fate worse than Titanic being taken off Netflix: 
After tonight, Mindy goes on hiatus until April. (And just 
when it was finally finding its footing. Fox, you fickle mis- 
tress!) But at least the show skips away on a high note, 
with an episode that serves up both big laughs (five 
words, two hyphens: post-breakup Jewel sing-along) and 
surprising emotional depth. Chris Messina’s Danny con- 
fronts his deadbeat father (Dan “the dad from Clueless” 
Hedaya) and has a serious, seriously brutal fight with 
Mindy (Mindy Kaling). P.S. Mindy/Danny shippers: Set the 
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Chicago Fire 

NBC 

A drunk driver knocks out the 
power, leaving many people with- 
out heat. Moral of the story: Don’t 
drive drunk..unless it’s warm out. 


Amy ¥ Nick 


Kroll Show 

Comedy Central 

Two things majorly going 
for Nick Kroll: (1) PubLiZity 
and (2) Amy 

Poehler is 

dating him. Do 

you really need 

further proof 

that the guy 

is funny? 


SEASON PREMIERE 


Teen Mom 2 

MTV 

As difficult as it can be to 
watch, Teen Mom remains 
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llana Glazer 
and Abbi 
Jacobson 


SERIES DEBUT 


Broad City At 

Comedy Central = 

So there’s this somewhat autobiographical series about twenty- 
something women in New York: What a concept! But Broad 
City technically predates Girls. Creator-stars llana Glazer and 
Abbi Jacobson started it as a Web series in 2010. In TV form, 
it’s looser and rowdier than Lena Dunham's HBO series, more 
of a realist sketch comedy than a sitcom. The show veers pre- 
cariously between low-budget and lazy, and the sketches are 
hit-or-miss. Still, Jacobson and Glazer make an appealing odd 
couple. Cards on the table: While admittedly not female, | have 
been a twentysomething in New York. So | may be biased. But 
at least Broad City ain’t boring. C+ —DARREN FRANICH 
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SATURDAY 


American Idol 

Fox 

Somewhere | imagine Nicki 
Minaj and Mariah Carey are cud- 
dled in bed together, sprinkling 
glitter and duetting on “This 
Used to Be My Playground.” 


Nashville 

ABC 

Zac Brown and Rascal 
Flatts’ Jay DeMarcus guest- 
star as themselves. Well, 
versions of themselves who 
somehow manage not to 
be completely annoyed by 
Scarlett and Gunnar. 


SERIES DEBUT 


Wahiburgers 

A&E 

Mark, Donnie, and Paul (the 
Clint Howard of the clan?) 
Wahlberg open a restaurant 
in Boston. Is Jenny McCarthy 
going to show up and start 
kissing Donnie? ‘Cause their 
New Year's Eve PDA gave me 
indigestion for two weeks. 


RICHARD FOREMAN/FOX 


Se" 
TUESDAY _| WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


JANUARY 23 
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MONDAY 


Rake 

Fox 

In another time, Keegan 
Deane (Greg Kinnear, 
max charming) would 
be Don Draper, a rake 
who ruled. But white 
male privilege isn’t what 
it used to be. He can’t 
score favors or freebies 
from anyone, be it his 
bookie, his therapist 
ex-wife, or his hooker 
girlfriend. It’s all this 
silver-tongued itinerant 
lawyer can do to talk 

his best friends into 
letting him crash at their 
pad and keep his long- 
suffering secretary from 
quitting. An hour feels a 
little long for the tonally 
eclectic dramedy, but 
Kinnear is pitch-perfect, 
and with sharp stories, 
Rake can progress. B 
—JEFF JENSEN 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


ORES srt Lites) “aetits 


JANUARY 20-26 


‘Watch 


=, 
ah 


FRIDAY | SATURDAY 


Greg 
Kinnear 


; MUSIC 
Snes sratliinc wircontry) REM 


JANUARY 20-26 


TAP:EACH 
DAY: FOR 
PROGRAMS 


Mitt 

Netflix 

A documentary following the for- 
mer presidential nominee from his 
first attempt to win the nomina- 
tion back in 2006. “Let's watch 
some other Republican implode!” 
says Chris Christie, wholeheart- 
edly endorsing this film. 


The Monkey's Paw 

Chiller 

A talisman grants its owner three 
wishes. What ensues makes The 
Brady Bunch in Hawaii look like, 
well, The Brady Bunch in Hawaii. 


SEASON FINALE 


Dracula 

NBC 

EN Zs It’s Lady Jayne vs. 

Shark Tank - Grayson in the 

ABC L 7 finale showdown. 

This week in the Tank: UV-protected swimwear for kids, It’s all very Downton ‘wa 
moccasins for babies, trading cards that show you how to_ | Abbey: Undead. 

exercise, and a guy with a pornstache who calls Lori 
“Barbara.” In somewhat related news, there’s now a 
decapitated head with a pornstache floating around the 
Shark Tank. B+ —HENRY GOLDBLATT 


SHARK TANK: LOU ROCCO/ABC VIA GETTY IMAGES; DRACULA: JONATHON HESSION/NBC 
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SATURDAY 


(From left) Tom Hopper, Ax Woman 

Toby Stephens, Mark Ryan, 
Flite MUL <cw Vance) (c| 

Lizzie Borden 
Took an Ax 
Lifetime 
Christina Ricci plays the 
murderer of 
nursery-rhyme 
fame. Also: 
Who thought 
that was a 
good nursery- 
rhyme topic? 


SERIES DEBUT 


Black Sails Shaun White: Russia Calling 
Starz . NBC 

A cable drama thick with political intrigue, sex, violence, An hour-long special on how 
badly bearded men, and barely clad women playing (of TSFKATFT’ is preparing for the 
course) whores, Black Sails is Game of Thrones—with Sochi Olympics. “the snowboarder 
pirates. And guess what? It’s gritty-smart adult fun. Toby formerly known as the Flying Tomato 
Stephens rivets as embattled Captain Flint, obsessed 
with seizing a mythical treasure ship and quelling mutiny 
among his crew. The pilot is sprawling yet tightly plotted, Saturday Night Live 

throwing scores of distinctive, promising characters at you NBC 

in an action-packed, twisty story. Here’s how strong and Jonah Hill hosts, so expect plenty 
different Black Sails is: lt makes pirate economics sexy. of Wolf of Wall Street and 22 Jump 
Who knew pirates had economics?! Not even a guilty plea- Street references. Fewer about his 
sure, Black Sails is arrrrrr-estingly good. B+ —JEFF JENSEN Golden Globe teleprompter. 


BLACK SAILS: FRANK W. OCKENFELS 3/STARZ; LIZZIE BORDEN TOOK AN AX: CHRIS REARDON 
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Episodes 

Showtime 

Matt may get a chance to headline 
an NBC pilot. Because that worked 
out so well for him last time. 


Down in Downton 


Downton Abbey 
PBS 
Can | please 
: Pleasantville 
* Emily Bergl myself into 
even ET Downton so | 
Shameless N H. Macy can castrate 


Showtime . that evil valet? 
The raucously grim fourth season rages on as Frank check local 


(William H. Macy), having drunk himself into liver failure, listings 
cozies up to his oldest daughter, Sammi (the luminous 
Emily Bergl), who’s unaware of their connection. Mean- 
while, Fiona (Emmy Rossum) is drawn to her boyfriend’s 
bad-boy brother and Lip (Jeremy Allen White) grapples Girls 

with becoming MIT’s loner stoner. On the acting front, HBO 

Macy, Rossum & Co. have never been more explosively Girls’ third season really 
entertaining, while this year’s hilarious story setups comes to life with tonight’s 
(Debbie's older man! Kev and V’s profusion of babies!) death-themed episode, 

are deviously par for the course on TV’s most insane, co-written by Lena Dunham 
debaucherous dose of weekly WTF. B+ —MARC SNETIKER and Judd Apatow. Worth 


SCROLL AW: 


IMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


SHAMELESS: CLIFF LIPSON/SHOWTIME; DOWNTON ABBEY: NICK BRIGGS; GIRLS: JESSICA MIGLIO/HBO 


M 
C 


| 
Y 


BANGERZ 


L E 
R U 


1OrUER 


WITH SPECIAL GUES 


ICconAa FoF 


PRlieale 


FEB 14 ROGERS ARENA VANCOUVER, BC MAR 22 AMERICAN AIRLINES ARENA MIAMI, FL 

FEB 16 TACOMA DOME TACOMA, WA MAR 24 AMWAY CENTER ORLANDO, FL 

FEB 20 HONDA CENTER ANAHEIM, CA MAR 25 PHILIPS ARENA ATLANTA, GA 

FEB 22 STAPLES CENTER LOS ANGELES, CA MAR 29 — BELL CENTRE MONTREAL, QC 

FEB 24 ORACLE ARENA OAKLAND, CA MAR 31 AIR CANADA CENTRE TORONTO, ON 

FEB25 SAP CENTER SAN JOSE, CA APRO2 TD GARDEN BOSTON, MA 

FEB 27 US AIRWAYS CENTER PHOENIX, AZ APRO3 IZOD CENTER EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ 
MARO1 MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS, NV APROS5 BARCLAYS CENTER BROOKLYN, NY 
MAR O4 PEPSI CENTER DENVER, CO APRO7 TIME WARNER CABLE ARENA CHARLOTTE, NC 
MARO6 = CENTURYLINK ARENA OMAHA, NE APROB PNC ARENA RALEIGH, NC 
MAR O07 ALLSTATE ARENA CHICAGO, IL APR10 VERIZON CENTER WASHINGTON, D.C 
MAR O9 ~~ BRADLEY CENTER MILWAUKEE, WI APR12 PALACE OF AUBURN HILLS DETROIT, MI 
MAR 10 XCEL ENERGY CENTER ST. PAUL, MN APR13 > SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER COLUMBUS, OH 
MAR 12 AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER DALLAS, TX APR15 SPRINT CENTER KANSAS CITY, MO 
MAR 13 BOK CENTER TULSA, OK APR16 SCOTTRADE CENTER ST. LOUIS, MO 
MAR 15 AT&T CENTER SAN ANTONIO, TX APR18 BRIDGESTONE ARENA NASHVILLE, TN 
MAR 16 TOYOTA CENTER HOUSTON, TX APR19 KFC YUM! CENTER LOUISVILLE, KY 
MAR 18 NEW ORLEANS ARENA NEW ORLEANS, LA APR22 WELLS FARGO CENTER PHILADELPHIA, PA 
MAR 20 TAMPA BAY TIMES FORUM TAMPA, FL APR24 NASSAU COLISEUM UNIONDALE, NY 
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Staff Playlist: 
15 New Songs We Love 


Pop’s superstars may be busy picking out their Grammy 
outfits, but we're getting cozy with eee eres songs from 
lesser-known names. By Nick Catucc 


ST. VINCENT: ROBERT MARQUARDT/WIREIMAGE.COM; HAZE: MAVRIXONLINE/OIC; STREETER: STEVE ERLE; MCMORROW: CASSANDRA HANNAGAN/ 
WIREIMAGE.COM; BARTHEL: LLOYD BISHOP/GETTY IMAGES; DEE DEE: TIMOTHY HIATT/WIREIMAGE.COM; JULES: RICK KERN/WIREIMAGE.COM 


MERCER: C FLANIGAN/GETTY IMAGES 
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BROKEN BELLS 

“AFTER THE DISCO” 

The indie power duo deliver the Ameri- 
can Hustle of songs—all Me Decade 
grooviness and narrative tension. 

M@ “NEVER WANNA KNOW” 

The Danish songstress works with 
cool-kid scenemakers like Diplo, but 
this heavenly throwback is a straight- 
up girl-group swoon, as yearningly 
gorgeous as any Shangri-Las classic. 

DUM DUM GIRLS 

“LOST BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB” 
Aimless goths, prepare to put this 
wildly slinky, all-black-everything 
anthem from L.A.’s guitar-slinging 
Elviras on repeat. 

MOGWAI “REMURDERED” 

As usual, the Scottish post-rock 
vets take their time methodically 
unrolling an epic instrumental ear- 
bender. Go ahead, take the scenic route. 

HOSPITALITY “| MISS YOUR BONES” 

Peppy, dark, punky, jammy: Amber 
Papini and her ramshackle band of 
Brooklynites do indie four ways, in as 
many glorious minutes. 

BURIAL “HIDERS” 

London producer William Bevan 
pulls something mournfully beautiful 
out of a swirling kaleidoscope of synths 
and echo-chamber vocals. 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


CHESS CLUI 


J 


James 
Mercer 
of Broken 
Bells 


WARPAINT: MIA KIRBY; REED: MICHAEL SOFRONSKI/POLARIS. 


WARPAINT “LOVE IS TO DIE” 
Loving, dying—how bad could 
they be with a liquid groove like this, 
and the all-girl gauze-pop band’s 
fluttering harmonies? 

LOU REED “SOLSBURY HILL” 

God bless the late master for tear- 
ing into Peter Gabriel’s flute-laced ’70s 
twinkler like a cranky uncle, trans- 
forming it into an ugly-beautiful dirge. 

JAMES VINCENT McMORROW 

“CAVALIER” 

The bearded young Irishman’s fragile 
song-poem brings a little Bon Iver, a 
little James Blake, and a lot of lovely 
bare-bones falsetto. 
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PHANTOGRAM “FALL IN LOVE” 

Is the title of the coed New York 
duo’s stuttering electro lullaby a direc- 
tive or a warning? We choose both. 


Phantogram 


STEPHEN MALKMUS & THE JICKS 

“HOUSTON HADES” 
Malkmus, sporty as ever at 47, unfurls 
an affectionate, ultramelodic goof on 
everyday “ladies” and their “Slim 
Shadys,” with doo-doo-doos for all. 

ANGEL HAZE 

“DEEP SEA DIVER” 
Over mesmerizing, half-submerged a 
synths, rap’s headline-grabbing 
agitator ponders “rage-colored lilies” 
and “building castles for a dead man.” 
Woo, beach party! 

SEVYN STREETER 

“SEX ON THE CEILING” 
Get your gravity boots on: The ballad- 
ress behind 2013’s lovely (no, really) 
Chris Brown collab “It Won’t Stop” has 
very athletic bedroom plans. 
BLACK LIPS “BOYS IN THE WOOD” 
The lo-fi Atlanta rockers know how to 
make music that sounds like whiskey 
feels: slow and burn-y and delicious. 
ST. VINCENT “DIGITAL WITNESS” 
Artful pixie Annie Clark, solo again 
after her 2012 album with David Byrne, 
discovers her inner swagger over a a. 
distorted, high-kicking beat. 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 
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WATCH ON TV REVIEW: 


Fleetwood 
Mac-tress 
Stevie Nicks 


NICKS: DANNY CLINCH/CONTOUR PHOTOS 


ah 
Witchy Woman: 
Stevie Nicks on Her 
Crazy Coven Role 


The legendary Fleetwood Mac frontwoman, 
65, went from inspiring the cult hit 

American Horror Story: Coven to making an 
awesome cameo in the Jan. 8 episode. We 
talk to her about the role—and whether she'll 
return to cast more spells. -RAY RAHMAN 


AHS co-creator Ryan Murphy said 
it was tough to get you to actually 
appear on the show. How did he 
finally convince you? 

When they asked if they could 
use my music, they just 
said, “There’s a character, 
and you’re a muse because 
she listens only to you, and 
she lives out in the swamp.” 
And that was good enough for 
me! [Fleetwood Mac] were in 
Europe, but we were able to 
pull up the first couple epi- 
sodes. Of course, I fell into the 
spell. Then all of a sudden I 
had five weeks at home, and 
I was like, “Can I just do a 
walk-through? [Like] ‘Hello, 
witches! Goodbye, witches!” I 
had no idea I’d be written in 
until I got to New Orleans. I 
don’t want to go down in 
history as “Stevie Nicks: rock 
& roll star par excellence— 
terrible actress.” So I didn’t 
sleep very well. 

What was your experience like 

on the set? 

I did these scenes with Jessica 
[Lange], and I got to really 
watch an amazing actress act. 
I realized, Boy, this is much 
harder than what I do. I get 
on, I’m on for two and a half 


DRAKE: CHELSEA LAUREN/WIREIMAGE.COM; GOULDING: BRIAN RASIC/REX/REX USA; YOUNG THE GIANT: SLAVEN VLASIC/GETTY IMAGES; DION: JORDAN STRAUSS/AP IMAGES 
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SINGLES 


NEON TREES 

“Sleeping Witha 
Friend” How apropos that 
the synth-pumped first track 
from the new-wavey crew’s 
third album, due in April, 
should concern friends with 
benefits: Just try resisting 
this throbbing, affable single 
in a moment of weakness. 
And don’t hold the band’s 
tender easiness against 
them. B —NICK CATUCCI 


LUCY HALE “You 

Sound Good to Me” 
The Pretty Little Liars star's 
debut single is a safe, flirty 
piece of pop-infused Nash- 
ville twang—and it’s got a 
real (and real wordy) hook. 
Still, it may well be the case 
that as T. Swift pursues 
poppier pastures, Hale could 
fill her void on the radio. B 
—GRADY SMITH 


SHAKIRA FEAT. 

RIHANNA “Can’t 
Remember to Forget You” 
More wine spritzers and 
giggles than tequila and wet 
T-shirts, this megahyped 
duet finds the globe’s most 
wowza supersingers seek- 
ing a kind of ska-pop bliss. 
They take turns with the line 
“Id rob and I'd kill to keep 
him with me,” and crank up 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


the guitar come chorus time. 
But rather than try to top 
each other, the duo let their 
fabulous voices swirl 
together. B+ —NICK CATUCCI 


ALBUMS 


SHARON JONES & THE 
DAP-KINGS Give the 
People What They Want 
Science could not re-create 
‘60s and’70s soul music 
the way Sharon Jones and 
her expert brass players and 
backup singers have over 
years of saucy live shows 
and five studio albums. Their 
sixth disc—delayed from last 
summer while Jones, now 
back on stage, underwent 
cancer treatments—nails 
the familiar pleasure cen- 
ters, but truly excites only 
when the singer casts man- 
ners aside, as on “People 
Don’t Get What They 
Deserve,” a furious anthem 
for today’s 99 percent. B 
—NICK CATUCCI 


PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


SATURDAY JAN 18 


MONDAY JAN 20 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
VAMPIRE WEEKEND 
Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
DISCLOSURE 


TUESDAY JAN 21 


With David = 
Letterman a4 
ELLIE A 
GOULDING 
Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
WILD CUB 
Jimmy Kimmel 
Live! -_ 
YOUNG THE yee 
GIANT 
Conan 
SARAH JAROSZ 

WEDNESDAY JAN 22 
The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
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The Trip 
To Echo 
Spring 


NONFICTION 
By Tina Jordan 


JOHN CHEEVER’S short story 
“The Swimmer” piqued British 
writer Olivia Laing with the 
way it “catches in its strange 
compressions the full are of 
an alcoholic’s life.” In The Trip 
to Echo Spring, she writes, “I 
wanted to know why writers 
drink, and what effect this 
stew of spirits has had upon the 
body of literature itself.” And 
so, dragging her own family 
baggage—a childhood scarred 
by alcohol—she explores the 
lives of six of America’s most 
celebrated literary alcoholics: 
Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Raymond Carver, 
John Cheever, John Berryman, 
and Tennessee Williams. 

Hopscotching the country by 


JONATHAN RING 
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THE OPENING LINES 


“Here's a thing. lowa City, 
1973. Two men ina car, a Ford 
Falcon convertible that’s seen 

better days. It’s winter, the 
kind of cold that hurts bones 

and lungs, that reddens 
knuckles, makes noses run.” 


train and plane, she visits their 
melancholy homes and haunts— 
the Manhattan hotel where 
Williams died, Hemingway’s Key 
West place—all the while stitch- 
ing together the ways the men’s 
binges and blackouts infused 
their work. There’s a great pas- 
sage, for example, where she 
speculates that Hemingway’s 
scathing depiction of a lurching, 
drunken Fitzgerald in A Move- 
able Feast can be chalked up to 
Hemingway's writing it when his 
plummeting health forced him 
to curtail his own alcohol intake. 
She offers a sharp take on 
Fitzgerald—drinking heavily, 
unable to sleep—as he churned 
out Tender Is the Night. “I can 
think of very few books that 
choreograph a downward spiral 
with such elegant and terrifying 
precision,” she writes. 

But as fabulous as her literary 
criticism is, there’s no getting 


around the fact that it’s en- 
meshed in a dang travelogue 
(why are the Brits so fond of 
travelogues anyway?). Laing’s 
travel writing, while charming, 
isn’t as memorable as her criti- 
cism, and many of the trip’s 
details, such as the frequently 
conveyed cell-phone patter of 
her seatmates, can grate. Skip 
those bits and lose yourself 
instead in her descriptions of 
the pain percolating through 
some of the world’s most beauti- 
ful novels, plays, and poems. B+ 


ECHO:SPRING BY. 
OLIVIA-LAING 
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The Trip to Echo Spring 
Olivia Laing 


Here’s a thing. lowa City, 1973. Two men in a car, a Ford Falcon 
convertible that’s seen better days. It’s winter, the kind of cold that 
hurts bones and lungs, that reddens knuckles, makes noses run. 

If you could, by some devoted act of seeing, crane in through the 
window as they rattle by, you'd see the older man, the one in 

the passenger seat, has forgotten to put on his socks. He’s wearing 
penny loafers on bare feet, oblivious to the cold, like a prep school 
boy ona summer jaunt. In fact you could mistake him for a boy: 
slight, in Brooks Brothers tweeds and flannel trousers, his hair 
immaculately combed. Only his face betrays him, collapsed into 
hangdog folds. 

The other man is bigger, burlier, thirty-five. Sideburns, bad teeth, 
a ragged sweater open at the elbow. It’s not quite nine a.m. They 
turn off the highway and pull into the parking lot of the state liquor 
store. The clerk’s out front, keys glinting in his hand. Seeing him, the 
man in the passenger seat yanks the door and lurches out, never 
mind the car's still moving. ‘By the time | got inside the store, 
the other man will write, a long time later, ‘he was already at the 
checkout stand with half a gallon of Scotch.’ 

They drive away, passing the bottle back and forth. Within a few 
hours they'll be back at the University of lowa, swaying eloquently 
in front of their respective classes. Both are, as if it isn’t obvious, in 
deep trouble with alcohol. Both are also writers, one very well 
known, the other just cresting into success. 


SCROLL 


“WHAT. TO" MUSIC 
{ WATCHONTV REVIEWS 


Erika 
BEN ERTL 


i} 


The Death Class 


Erika | layasaki 


HAYASAKI: PAT BRIGHT 


Erika Hayasaki 
NONFICTION 

There's a three-year waiting list for 
Professor Norma Bowe's Death in 
Perspective course at New Jersey's 
Kean University. For some students, 
the draw is nothing more than morbid 
curiosity: The syllabus includes unorth- 
odox “field trips” to morgues, hospices, 
and a maximum-security prison to 
interview death-row inmates. But for 
others, the main attraction is the char- 
ismatic Bowe, a nurse who challenges 
her students to confront their fears 
about dying—and to learn how to live 
again in the wake of personal tragedy. 
Kids who've had close brushes with 


mortality find her especially compelling. 


In The Death Class, journalist Erika 


MEMORABLE LINE 


“This is a health class...but 
it’s not like any kind of 
health class you've had 

before. It’s probably not like 

FTA YAG eSB OU AV EN arelON OY 110) 0) 

in any subject.” 


Hayasaki focuses on Bowe's inter- 
actions—in and out of school—with 
some of her most at-risk students: 
Caitlin, a young woman whose pill- 
addicted mother made her upbringing 
chaotic and unpredictable; Caitlin’s 
boyfriend, Jonathan, who took care of 
his schizophrenic younger brother after 
their father stabbed their mother to 
death; and Israel, a former gangster 
who once held a man at gunpoint. 
Bowe relates easily to kids with trau- 
matic backgrounds. An unwanted child, 
she grew up worrying that her abusive 
parents would kill either her or each 
other. But that fear hardened into a 
resolve that drove her to work with 
dangerous psych patients as a nurse, 
and later, to create the course that 
changed a number of students’ lives. 
There are moments when Haya- 
saki’s eagerness to insert herself into 
these young people's dysfunctional 
narratives feels opportunistic, like the 
search for a good story. But those are 
rare. Readers will come away struck 
by Bowe'’s compassion—and by the 
unexpectedly life-affirming messages 
of courage that spring from her 
students’ harrowing experiences. B+ 
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Hero Worship 


In his new kids’-book series, Brad Meltzer is putting a fresh spin on famous 


Americans. —ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


Brad Meltzer has a hang-up 
about heroes. He has regularly 
explored the dynamics of good 
versus evil in both his thrillers 
and the comic-book world, where 
he’s penned stories about Green 
Arrow and the Justice League of 
America. But as a father of three 
young kids, Meltzer says he 
started to rethink what it means 
to be one of the good guys. Super- 
human crime-fighters may be 
fun, but they’re fantasy. 

That led him to another prob- 
lem. “We’ve put real heroes on 
such pedestals that they’re not 
human anymore,” Meltzer says. 
“I said to my daughter that 
Amelia Earhart was this amaz- 
ing woman who flew across the 
Atlantic—and I’m waiting for 
her to be impressed. But when 
I told her that when Amelia 
Earhart was 7 she built her own 
homemade roller coaster in her 
backyard, my daughter said, 
‘Oh my gosh, she’s just like me.” 

That’s when his latest book 
series came to him: a kid- 
friendly collection of cartoon 
storybooks called Ordinary 


OPEN BOOK: PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL CHINI 


People Change the World, which 
begins with J Am Abraham Lin- 
coln and I Am Amelia Earhart 
and tells the stories of what 
these iconic figures were like 
when they were children. 

Meltzer hasn’t ditched the 
capes, though. He just wrote an 
updated version of Batman’s 
first adventure from 1939, “The 
Case of the Chemical Syndicate.” 
“T know it sounds silly to use 
Batman in the same sentence as 
Earhart and Lincoln, but they’re 
all part of the American mythol- 
ogy,” Meltzer says. “Being good 
to someone else, being humble 
and showing kindness—that’s 
impressive. And to me, that is 
the lesson of my favorite heroes, 
real or fictional.” 
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Orfeo 


Richard Powers 

NOVEL 

By Keith Staskiewicz = 

Like Douglas Hofstadter’s seminal Gédel, Escher, Bach 
and Powers’ own best-known work, The Gold Bug 
Variations, the latest novel from the MacArthur 
Fellowship-winning author examines the repeating 
patterns underlying both music and science. Peter Els 
is a retired university professor and composer who 
spends his free time looking for symphonies on the 
cellular level in his home microbiology lab. But when 
his own patterns end up putting him on the radar 

of Homeland Security, he becomes an unexpected 
fugitive. Powers’ writing is complex and heady with- 
out being headachy, and his synesthetic descriptions 
of finding melodies in the mundane are full of their 
own kind of music. A- 
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The Agent 

Leigh Steinberg with 
Michael Arkush 

Steinberg lived a charmed life 
as a Zelig-like sports agent who 
palled around with celebs and 
politicians and helped inspire 
the character of Jerry Maguire 
before his professional and 
personal life crumbled beneath 
the bottle. But for an addict 
who's gone through recovery, 
he’s not very introspective. This 
is about rehab—image rehab— 
and while you’re pummeled 
with name-drops and his ideas 
on climate change, you quickly 
realize The Agent is nothing 
more than a pitch to drum up 
business with the next genera- 
tion of million-dollar jocks. C- 
—JEFF LABRECQUE 
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The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


WEEKS 


ON LIST 
NONFICTION TOP 10 
THINGS THAT MATTER Charles Krauthammer i < 
KILLING JESUS Bill O'Reilly & Martin Dugard 15 1 Th i n S 
THE DANIEL PLAN 5 . g 


Rick Warren, Daniel Amen, M.D. & Mark Hyman, M.D. 
In the month(s) in which people are still at atte i 
valiantly trying to stick to their New Year's 


resolutions, it's not surprising that the non- 


fiction list is stuffed with guides to spiritual, This collection of Charles 
financial, and physical wellness. Krauthammer’s columns 
DAVID AND GOLIATH Malcolm Gladwell 4 continues to trade places with 
FINANCIALLY FEARLESS Alexa von Tobel 1 Killing Jesus for the No. 1 spot. 
SUPER SHRED lan K. Smith, M.D. 1 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 


JIM CRAMER'S GET RICH CAREFULLY 1 CH ARLES 


James J. Cramer 


GEORGE WASHINGTON’S SECRET SIX 9 KR AUTH AMMER 


Brian Kilmeade & Don Yaeger 


WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE 


SOUL HEALING MIRACLES Zhi Gang Sha 2 
THE PIONEER WOMAN COOKS Ree Drummond 10 THINGS THAT MATTER 
Three Decades of Passions, Pastimes and Politics 
FICTION TOP 10 
SYCAMORE ROW John Grisham ul 
THE GOLDFINCH Donna Tartt ul 


An unexpected beneficiary of The Goldfinch’s 
success: the Frick Collection in New York City. 
The unassuming painting by Carel Fabritius 
that inspired Tartt’s novel has fueled a marked 
increase in visitors, according to a curator at 
the museum. 
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Here's a look at the pop-culture news that was right:on target PHOTO 
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POPCORN: LEW ROBERTSON/CORBIS; LABEOUF: LARRY BUSACCA/GETTY IMAGES; EMMA THOMPSON: PAUL DRINKWATER/NBCUNIVERSAL VIA GETTY IMAGES; DOWNTON ABBEY: CARNIVAL FILM & 
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EW FLASHBACK , 


ALOOK AT OUR COVERS FROM 
THE WEEK OF JANUARY 24 


GLEE DOES | NATALIE PORTMAN’S | GOLDEN GLOBES 
“THRILLER” NEW COMEDY SCAND: 


TAP YEAR TO READ 
ABOUT THE COVER STORY 


ib old new class of young gay 
aractérs on shows like Glee is changin, 
hearts, minds & Hollywo 


i 


iy 


JAN. 28, 2011 

EW EXAMINED THE CHANGING FACE OF GAY TEENS ON 
TELEVISION, INCLUDING GLEE’S BREAKOUT CHARACTER 
KURT (CHRIS COLFER) AND HIS LOVE INTEREST BLAINE 
(DARREN CRISS). SAID GLEE CO-CREATOR RYAN MURPHY: 

“| think young gay people look at [Kurt and Blaine] both 
as role models, and it means something to see their 
lives perhaps for the first time reflected on screen.” 
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Golden Globes: Complete Coverage! 
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What It All 
Means For: 
Oscar 


JAN. 26, 2007 
THANKS TO HIS CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED ROLE IN DREAMGIRLS, 
FUNNYMAN EDDIE MURPHY FOUND HIS CAREER ON A 
SERIOUS UPSWING. The actor’s 25-year career has made 
many unpredictable swerves, from a meteoric rise that 
made him Hollywood's first black global box office star, 
through a dismal stretch of disappointments, capped 
by a surprising rebound in broad family comedies. Even 
among his greatest admirers, few saw this most recent 
turn coming. There was certainly little sign of it in the 
films he’s made in the past few years: The Adventures 
of Pluto Nash, | Spy, Daddy Day Care, The Haunted 
Mansion, Shrek 2. Says Dreamgirls director Bill Condon: 
“| was So stunned every day by what Eddie was doing, 

| said to him, ‘Why don’t you do more of this kind of 
thing?’ He said, ‘Nobody ever asked me.” 
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JAN. 24/31, 2003 
X2 STAR REBECCA ROMIJN-STAMOS SHARED THE 
CHALLENGES OF PLAYING THE BLUE MUTANT MYSTIQUE, 
INCLUDING FIVE HOURS IN MAKEUP. “| would get very 
moody on the set,” says Stamos. The trigger: gawking 
crew members and, well, just about anyone with 
functioning eyes. Luckily for her, Stamos soon forged 
solidarity with another person of color. “I think for 

the Blue People—Alan Cumming and myself—we both 
felt like circus freaks.” 
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RICHARD DREYFUSS SCORES 


THE ‘ER’ HEARTTHROB WORKS 
‘FROM DUSK TILL DAWN’— BUT 
WILL HE GIVE UP HIS DAY JOB? 


GEORGE CLOONEY DISCUSSED BALANCING HIS ROLE ON 

ER WITH FROM DUSK TILL DAWN, HIS FIRST MAJOR FORAY 
INTO FILM. “I’ve worked a very long time to get to this 
position, and | have seen that it will go away. You ever 
watch Ralph Edwards do This Is Your Life with guys like 
Harold Lloyd and Buster Keaton sitting on that couch? 
These guys owned the world, and look what happened. 
These guys were kings, and then tragedy struck. 
Tragedy is always going to strike.” 

TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 
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JAN. 22, 1993 

JEAN-CLAUDE VAN DAMME HOPED HIS ROLE IN JOHN 
WO0’S HARD TARGET MIGHT CHANGE HIS “MUSCLES 

FROM BRUSSELS” IMAGE. “He's got a great story mind,” 
says his veteran ICM agent, Jack Gilardi. “He’s a great 
study, he sees every film.” When Bloodsport was 
released, Van Damme prowled L.A. parking lots himself, 
putting flyers under windshield wipers. He has had a 
ate areMlancxeliela\em’Vaid)avemmo)colaatolelavemrelnveme||ccteu|aleRc\Vcl a7 
one of his films. And he has always been smart enough 
to throw ina heinie shot, for those he calls “the ladies.” 
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